Comment from Bishop of Oxford on new admissions advice - 25th June 2011
"What's going on in education today is probably the biggest programme of reform since 1944. The changes are tumbling out of Government at a bewildering pace and schools are scrambling to keep up.

"Our own advice on admissions, out this weekend and launched at General Synod, is essentially a reminder of what church schools are for in this sea of change.

"As a Church, we stand by our commitment to the founding ethos of the National Society - established 200 years ago for the education of the poor in every parish. We remain committed to both distinctiveness and inclusivity, to serving both church families and the wider community. Our schools' admissions policy and practice should demonstrate this. Open places are now the norm in most church schools including the new ones.

"The guidelines - based on widespread consultation with our dioceses - give advice on how to juggle the dual responsibility. We are not prescribing percentages (there will always be a range of opinions on these) or specific admissions criteria, but offering a framework

"Of course, the vast majority of church schools serve the local community by providing education for those of the Christian faith, other faiths and no faith at all. It is only when a school is oversubscribed that other criteria come into play. In each case, admissions policies for church schools are set by the governing body. As a national Board, we are simply offering advice.

"Church schools have a played an important part in community life over the past 200 years. We are as committed in the 21st century to our historic mission as ever."

