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Is God calling you?
VOCATION: THE CALL TO THE RELIGIOUS LIFE

“I have called you by your name.”  Isaiah 43:1

· An escape?

· A broken love affair?

· Security in the face of unemployment?

· An immature response to a romantic ideal?

All these accusations and many more are levelled at those who claim that God is calling them to try their vocation to the Religious Life and such accusations are made not only by those outside the Christian Church but often by its most committed members.  Yet the fact is that through the centuries of Christianity, despite persecution from without and disapproval or lack of support from within, God goes on calling individuals to travel this particular road on their pilgrimage.  The pilgrimage is that of all Christians – the search for God and the response to the two great commandments:

Jesus said, “You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul and with all your mind.  This is the greatest and first commandment.  The second resembles it.  You must love your neighbour as yourself”.  
Matthew 22:37-39

The fundamental call is to be a Christian: with that call lies the particular call to the Religious Life.

****************************

“You have not chosen me, no, I have chosen you.”  
John 15:16

God is there first.

God initiates.

He calls, invites, but never forces a response.

He has given us free will; we can choose to listen and            respond – or not.
Abraham, Isaiah, Jeremiah, the apostles, Paul, Francis, Benedict and so many Christians through the centuries, not least in our own age, have inspired us, influenced us for good by their response.  
God called, they listened and responded, however imperfectly.

How does God call?

For some it is just something they have always known.

For others it is sudden and dramatic – a shattering confrontation.

For some it is a question of trying many doors and finding only one open.

For others many doors stand open and inviting, and the choosing is the hard part.

The response is as varied as the call – anger, ecstasy, bewilderment, wonder or fear.  Whatever the initial reaction there follows a nagging sense that until one puts the vision to the test there will be no peace of mind.  The conviction, the inner constraint, grows and deepens until it is tested.  God often seems to work through imperfect means – yes, even through the broken love affair or the insecurity of unemployment.  He calls sometimes through the attraction we feel to a person, a place, or a style of life.  Later we discover how incomplete was our perception but that does not matter, for God calls us, as we are, through the circumstances of our ordinary everyday lives.

Whom does God call?

Often the very last ones we would have settled upon had the decision been ours!  God does not have a prototype monk or nun, brother or sister.

He chooses regardless of temperament, academic achievement, colour of skin, home environment or background.

He chooses those of limited experience as well as those who have wide experience of life and who have held positions of considerable responsibility; those who have been Christians from the cradle and those to whom it is all very new; those with contrasting political views and those with none.

Some may have become aware of God’s call in childhood or adolescence, others much later in life (though some Communities do have upper and lower age limits for entry).

What do these people have in common?

Those of us who try to discern vocation to the religious life in individuals look for someone who is glad to be alive, someone who is comfortable with his state as a human being, not yet whole but with the potential of wholeness, one who has accepted him - or herself sufficiently to be whole-hearted in their interest in and concern for others.  We look for compassion and a genuine desire to give of oneself to others; for common sense which finds a balance between taking initiative and respecting the common mind and authority.  
We look for a maturity which recognises that ultimately there is a loneliness in any and every walk of life, and that there is a need to be alone with God; for evidence of stability and stickability in relationships and occupations; for that characteristic without which no religious can survive and remain sane – a sense of humour!  Above all, we look for a deep desire to seek God, to love and to serve him, to give him glory, not confining him to neat compartments of life, but rather seeing him as Life in its wholeness.  There is no need to be daunted – in all this we look for potential not perfection!  The religious life should be seen as a framework within which one can grow in the love of God and be a channel of that love to others.

What does God call us to?

God calls us, not to a thing, but to Himself.

He calls us to give all our energies of living and loving to a life with an unknown future, with people we have not chosen, in circumstances which often seem unreasonable.

He asks us to give ourselves in complete and unconditional trust.

He calls us to learn to love Him and accord Him His true worth, to learn to love one another and to accord one another true worth, all this not in ideal circumstances of our own imagining but in the course of our ordinary, everyday lives.

He calls, not once for all, but repeatedly, and awaits our response in each moment of our lives.

What must I do?

If you feel God may be calling you to test your vocation to the religious life 

· Pray about it.  Ask God to make his way for you clear and to give you grace to respond to whatever He may be asking of you.


· Talk to someone you trust, preferably one who has some knowledge of the religious life – but do not necessarily expect an enthusiastic response, even from an ordained person!

· Don’t talk too readily to family or friends until you are fairly sure that you are going to test your vocation.


· Visit one or more religious houses, until you find one where you intuitively feel ‘at home’.  Talk to the Guest Sister or Brother or ask to talk to the Leader.

· Do not be afraid!

No one expects you to be a ready-made saint; God simply calls you to be as clay in the potter’s hands. (Jeremiah 18:6)

“He who calls you is faithful, and he will do it.”                            
1 Thessalonians 5:24
· Do not feel you have failed!

If, after all your searching, it seems it is not the religious life to which God is calling you, you may be sure He does have a purpose for you which He will show you if you continue to seek and pray.

Summary

Within the universal call to follow Christ lies the particular call to do so within the framework of Religious Life.  Through the centuries God has called widely diverse individuals to love and serve Him and to love and serve humankind in this way.

God invites 
and 
awaits our response!
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