HB(08)M1

HOUSE OF BISHOPS

SUMMARY OF DECISIONS

1. A meeting of the House of Bishops was held at Hinsley Hall, Leeds on 7-9 January 2008. The meeting began with an Epiphanytide  reflection led by the Archbishop of Canterbury

Those matters reported in the following paragraphs were taken in a Committee of the House of Bishops constituted under SO 14.

2. Ministry Matters

(a)
 Ministry Issues

The House commissioned the Ministry Division to undertake some  further work in relation to the future numbers of stipendiary clergy needed and the qualities and skills required both for the present and the future ministry of the Church, with a view to a further report to the  House in December 2008.

(b)
Choice of Pathways and Bishops’ Regulations for Ordination Training

The House considered a further report on this matter, following its earlier discussion in January 2007 (see HB(07)M1, para 2(c)). The House gave approval to the work on Choice of Pathways and to new Bishops’ Regulations for Training, on the basis of a further trialling period in 2008, with a view to full implementation for candidates entering training in September 2009.  

(c)
Higher Education Funding Council for England’s proposals to withdraw funding for students studying for Equivalent or Lower Qualifications

The House expressed its concern at the adverse impact of these proposals on those students in training for ordination who already possess degrees or higher qualifications who would stand to lose HEFC funding were these proposals to be implemented. The House agreed to press the Government for an exemption for those ordinands, in addition to that already granted for those preparing for other socially desirable occupations aimed at building social cohesion. 

3. Women Bishops

The House considered issues put to it by the Chair of the Women Bishops Legislative Drafting Group to assist its own task as set out in the Synod motion of July 2006.

4. Bishops’ Matters for Report 

(a) 
Clergy Terms of Service

The Bishop of Dover (Chair of the Steering Committee) briefed the House on the shape of legislative proposals that were due to come before the General Synod in February. 

(b)
Europe Bishops’ Panel

The Bishop of St Albans (Chair of the Panel) briefed the House on a successful visit by Panel representatives to the EU Institutions in Brussels in November 2007.

5. Anglican Communion

The Archbishop of Canterbury updated the House on recent developments in the Anglican Communion. 

6. Clergy Discipline Measure and Proposed Guidelines for Pastoral Assessment
The House considered the provision for the pastoral care and assessment of clergy subject to the provisions of the CDM. It was agreed that revised proposals would come back to the House’s Standing Committee in the light of points raised in discussion. 

7. Preparing for the Dioceses Commission: Deployment and Funding of Episcopal Ministry

The House:

(a) noted the preparations for the new Dioceses Commission (which was due to begin its work later in 2008);

(b) recognised the need to decouple the Church Commissioners’ funding levels from actual episcopal numbers; and 

(c) agreed, as a result, that the House of Bishops’ Standing Committee should oversee an assessment of episcopal workloads with a view to producing an objective formula for the distribution of future episcopal support from the Church Commissioners. 

8. Crown Appointments

The House considered a draft report for the General Synod which had been drafted in the light of comments to the Consultation Paper that had been circulated on 15 October 2007 (see: http://www.cofe.anglican.org/info/papers/consultation_on_crown_appointments.doc ). The House gave general support to the draft, subject to points raised in discussion, on the understanding that it was also to be considered by the Archbishops’ Council at its meeting on 17 January.  

9. Deemed Procedure
The following Reports and papers were either agreed or noted under the House’s deemed procedure:

(i) Dioceses, Pastoral and Mission Measure: Code of Practice

(ii) Follow up Inspection Reports: Southern Theological Education & Training Scheme; Salisbury Diocesan OLM Scheme; and St Edmundsbury & Ipswich Diocesan OLM Scheme
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