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HOUSE OF BISHOPS

SUMMARY OF DECISIONS

1. A meeting of the House of Bishops was held, by kind invitation of the Archbishop of Canterbury and Mrs Williams, at Lambeth Palace on 1-3 October 2007. 

Those matters reported in the following paragraphs were taken in a Committee of the House of Bishops constituted under SO 14.

2. The Children’s Society

The House received a presentation from Mr Bob Reitemeier, Chief Executive of the Children’s Society, about the Good Childhood Inquiry. The subsequent discussion focused on points to be fed into the Values section of the Inquiry.

3. Accountability, Quality & Enhancement in Ministerial and Lay Training – Interim Report
The House considered the interim report from the task group reviewing quality processes in ordination, Reader and lay training (chaired by the Very Revd Michael Sadgrove, Dean of Durham). The House supported in principle the move towards a process in which the emerging Regional Training Partnerships would set up internal quality processes, with an external audit of those processes at national level. 

4. Crown Appointments in the Church of England 

The House considered the text of a draft Consulation Paper which had been drawn up in the light of Talent and Calling [the Pilling Report] and the Government’s Green Paper The Governance of Britain. The House agreed that the consultation process be put in hand, subject to a number of points on the proposed draft. 

5. Update on Anglican Communion / Draft Anglican Covenant
The Archbishop of Canterbury updated the House on developments in the Communion, with particular reference to his recent attendance at the House of Bishops of The Episcopal Church [US]. 

The House then considered the draft response from the House’s Theological Group to the text of the Draft Anglican Covenant which had been circulated for provincial comment [see GS 1661, Annex 5]. The House broadly welcomed the proposed revisions, and agreed to it being submitted to the Archbishops (subject to comments made in discussion) with a view to it forming the Church of England’s response to the Covenant Design Group. 

6. Freemasonry 

The House considered a request from within the Diocese of Truro for a review of the compatibility of freemasonry with the ordained ministry. After discussion, the House concluded that the position adopted by the General Synod in its motion of 1987 did not need to be revisited. 

7. Review of Past Child Protection Cases 
The House agreed a number of steps to be taken. Following discussion of the draft protocol produced by the Church of England's Central Safeguarding Liaison Group for the review of historic child protection concerns, it agreed to the Group undertaking some further work in the light of comments made, with a view to the revised protocol being issued in due course, on the understanding that diocesan initiatives would continue to be progressed in the meantime.
8. Women Bishops Legislative Drafting Group 

The House considered an oral update from the Bishop of Manchester on the work of the Legislative Drafting Group, before undertaking some group work on a number of theological and ecclesiological questions posed by the Group. The Group noted bishops’ comments which would inform its continuing work.

9. Bishop to HM Prisons
The Archbishop of Canterbury (also acting on behalf of the Archbishops of Wales and York) commissioned the Bishop of Liverpool as Bishop to HM Prisons. 

10. Deemed Procedure

The following Reports and papers were either agreed or noted under the House’s deemed procedure:

(i)
Church of England Marriage Measure: Preliminary Draft of Guidance by the House

(ii) 
Inspection Reports: the Oxford OLM Scheme; the East Midlands Regional Training Partnership; St John's College, Nottingham; East Midland Ministerial Training Course; The Lincoln OLM Scheme; and Follow-Up Reports on the Carlisle and Blackburn Diocesan Training Institute / The Northern Ordination Course 
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        Jonathan Neil-Smith
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