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House of bishops

Summary of decisions

1. A meeting of the House of Bishops was held at the Bosworth Hall Hotel, Market Bosworth on 23-24 May 2007. This followed meetings of Anglican Bishops from England, Ireland, Mainland Europe (including the Lusitanian and Spanish Episcopal Reformed Churches), Scotland and Wales on 21-23 May and a Church of England Bishops’ Meeting on 23 May. 

Meeting of Anglican Bishops from England, Ireland, Mainland Europe, Scotland and Wales

2. The meeting began with a retreat led by Father Timothy Radcliffe OP, the former Master of the Roman Catholic College of Preachers.

3. The following issues on the theme of ‘Growing the Church’ were discussed in a series of presentations and group work:
· Marriage

· Funerals

· Enabling Fresh Expressions of Church 
4. Bishops from the various Churches reported briefly on the following recent political and social developments and their impact on church communities:

· Northern Ireland: power sharing between the Democratic Unionist Party (DUP) and Sinn Fein

· Scotland and Wales: issues of identity and nationality following the recent Parliamentary and Assembly elections

· England: Welfare Futures and the Church 

A series of parallel seminars were then held on the following subjects:

· Communications

· Images of the Resurrection

· New Religious Movements

· Welfare Futures and the Church

5. The Meeting then discussed the following issues in plenary session:

(a)
Current Child Protection Issues
The bishops were briefed on the current position and shared their experiences across the Churches.

(b)
Preparing for Lambeth 2008 

· Lambeth Invitations: The Archbishop of Canterbury briefed the bishops on his letter of invitation to the Lambeth Conference, which had been issued that day. 

· Anglican Communion: The bishops were then briefed on the current developments in the Anglican Communion since the Primates Meeting in Dar es Salaam including the latest position on The Episcopal Church, the Archbishops’ recent visit to South East Asia and the work of the Theological Education Working Group (TEAC).

· Anglican Covenant: The bishops from the four Churches then shared their emerging thinking on the proposals for an Anglican Covenant.

· Lambeth Conference 2008: – Sue Parks, the Conference Manager, Mr Stephen Lyon, the Secretary of the Partnership for World Mission and Anna Potts, an Assistant with the Planning Process, updated the bishops on the Conference arrangements and on pre-Conference hospitality.

Meeting of English Bishops

6. The following issues were discussed in the plenary sessions:
· Wycliffe Hall: The bishops were briefed on recent developments concerning the college.

· The Role of the House of Bishops: The bishops agreed the principle of differentiated meetings of:

· The House of Bishops for c.24 hours about 8 weeks prior to the General Synod and prior to the relevant Business Committee, primarily to focus on Synodical business;

· The College of Bishops meeting separately from the House for c.72 hours with the intention of it focussing on mission and the role of Church in Society, in the context of worship, prayer and theological reflection;
· Diocesan bishops meeting with the Archbishops for 24-48 hours to enable more focus on areas of mutual pastoral and juridical responsibility.
The House’s Standing Committee would take this forward as it planned future meetings.

· Episcopal Ministry in the 21st Century: The Bishops of London, Liverpool and Norwich gave presentations on this theme in the context of the decisions about the Church Commissioners’ spending plans and the advent of the new Dioceses Commission. Bishops discussed increasing episcopal responsibilities, and the implications of these for future patterns of episcopal deployment. They accepted that further work was needed on boundaries and on numbers and deployment of bishops. There was support for the principle of collaborative episcopacy in the diocese, with a recognition that there were various ways of ensuring that that no diocesan should operate alone. The Standing Committee was invited to consider what further work should be done on behalf of the House before the new Dioceses Commission came into existence.
· ‘The Mission and Ministry of the Whole Church’: a report from the Faith and Order Advisory Group: The bishops received the report of the Faith and Order Group (FOAG) report which had been produced following a request for further theological work on the diaconate in relation to other ministries (such as readers, pastoral assistants and Church Army officers). Bishops regarded the assembled material as a valuable resource. Given that it was not prescriptive in nature and did not call for any decisions, the Bishops’ Meeting thought that circulation to Synod members would suffice without the need for a debate. It would be important for the material to be available in good time before to the debate on the separate report on Reader Ministry planned for February 2008. The FOAG material had something of the flavour of a series of essays and FOAG was asked to reflect further on whether it might be better for it to be published as a set of attributed essays.

House of Bishops

These matters reported in the following paragraphs were taken in a Committee of the House of Bishops constituted under SO 14.

Senior Church Appointments

7. The House received a briefing from the Bishop of Sheffield on the report from the Senior Appointments Working Party.

Child Protection Issues 
8. The House considered the lessons to be learned from recent cases, which had received considerable media attention. The House agreed

· To reaffirm deep sorrow for the pain and harm caused to those abused;

· To re-commit itself to the proper implementation of its current policy;

· To keep procedures under review, particularly in relation to the care of survivors; and

· To take expert advice from the Churches Central Safeguarding Liaison Group on how best to conduct a review of concerns raised in the past that may not have been dealt with in accordance with current best practice. 

The Anglican Covenant

9. The Bishop of Chichester (Chair of FOAG) briefed the House and, following a discussion in which a range of views were expressed, it agreed to one of its members moving the following General Synod motion for a debate in July:

“That this Synod:

(a) affirm its willingness to engage positively with the unanimous recommendation of the Primates  in February 2007 for a process designed to produce a covenant for the Anglican Communion;

(b) note that such a process will only be concluded when any definitive text has been duly considered through the synodical processes of the provinces of the Communion;

(c) invite the Presidents, having consulted the House of Bishops and the Archbishops’ Council, to agree the terms of a considered response to the draft from the Covenant Design Group for submission to the Anglican Communion Office by the end of the year.”

Church Commissioners’ Spending Plans: Report from Task Group

10. The House received a report from a Task Group (comprising the Bishops of London  & Leicester, Mr Michael Chamberlain and Mr Andreas Whittam Smith). The House welcomed the availability of £6.5m in 2008-10 for new opportunities and asked that further thought should be given to committing it to the Parish Mission Fund rather than creating another funding stream. The Standing Committee is to take forward the dialogue with the Commissioners on issues relating to future allocations for episcopal costs.

Deemed Procedure

11. The following Reports and papers were either agreed or noted under the House’s deemed procedure:
(i) Housing Arrangements for Newly Appointed Suffragan Bishops;

(ii) Text of Readers’ Admission & Licensing Service; 

(iii) Proposal for ‘Pillar Lectionary’;

(iv) Accredited Lay Ministry;

(v) Third Annual Report of the Clergy Discipline Commission;

(vi) Annual Inspectorate Report 2006;

(vii) Inspection Report: the South West Ministry Training Course Scheme. 
(viii) Follow-Up Reports: Cranmer Hall and the Wesley Study Centre and Trinity College and the Bristol Baptist College;
(ix) Clergy Marriage Breakdowns [annual survey].

Church House 






Jonathan Neil-Smith

5 June 2007                                                                           (Secretary)
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