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HOUSE OF BISHOPS

SUMMARY OF DECISIONS

1. A meeting of the House of Bishops was held at Hinsley Hall, Leeds on 15-17 January 2007. The meeting began with a Biblical reflection led by the Bishop of Sheffield.

Those matters reported in the following paragraphs were taken in a Committee of the House of Bishops constituted under SO 14.

2. Ministry Matters

(a)
Mission, Ministry and Finance: Update on the Smaller Theological Colleges and Related Training Institutions 

The House 

i) welcomed the increase in the number of ordinands receiving full-time training at colleges and other centres;

ii) urged these institutions to plan for fluctuations in the number of these full-time candidates, in the light of the recent volatility in numbers;

iii) reaffirmed the importance of the themes of merger/substantial partnership, diversification and contribution to Regional Training Partnerships as means of creating viable institutions; and 

iv) asked the Ministry Division to continue to work with institutions in this area and report back in January 2008

(b)
The Funding of Theological Education

The House noted the new funding arrangements for theological education and training that had been approved by the Archbishops’ Council. These introduced a block grant system based on the number of students and staff at the beginning of each academic year, which would be introduced for the academic year 2008/9.

(c)
Choice of Pathways and Bishops’ Regulations for Ordination Training

The House considered the draft report on this matter. It set out a new methodology for the allocation of training to ordinands and would replace the current Bishops’ Regulations for Training. The House gave its general approval to the proposals, which would be finalised by the Bishops’ Committee for Ministry prior to deemed approval by the House in the light of points raised in the discussion. It was hoped to implement the new system in September 2008. 

(d)
Ordained Local Ministry – a Ministry in Flux

In 2006 a survey of diocesan bishops was undertaken by the Chair of the Ministry Division in order to ascertain their views on the future of OLM. The House considered a paper based on the responses that had been received and members shared with each other a range of perspectives based on contrasting diocesan experience.

3. Review of Senior Church Appointments
Sir Joseph Pilling, the Chair of the Senior Church Appointments Review Group and the Bishop of Sheffield (the episcopal member of the Group) briefed the House on the Group’s emerging conclusions and recommendations prior to its planned publication in time for the General Synod in July 2007. 

4. A Covenant for the Church of England
The House discussed this matter further to the meeting held between some of the Covenant signatories and the Archbishop of Canterbury on 12 December.

5. Synod Private Members’ Motions on Sexuality
Further to its discussion in October, the House agreed the texts of background notes for the two Private Members’ Motions on human sexuality from Mary Gilbert and Paul Perkin for the February 2007 Group of Sessions, and to substantial amendments to both motions. 

6. Clergy Terms of Service Implementation Group
The House was briefed about this matter prior to a draft Measure, draft Regulations and a draft Amending Canon being presented to the General Synod in February. The Revd Robert Cotton and the Revd Canon Peter Spiers also addressed the House from their perspective as respective Chairs of the Guildford and Liverpool House of Clergy.

7. Future Role of the House

The Archbishop of Canterbury outlined the conclusions of the residential meeting of the House’s Standing Committee on 10-11 January. The discussions had been aimed at clarifying the different roles and tasks facing bishops when they met corporately together, with, in particular, a clearer differentiation between Synodical and non-Synodical business.

8. Bishops’ Matters for Report

(a)
Hospital Chaplaincy

The Bishop of Worcester updated the House on recent developments concerning the maintenance of hospital chaplaincy services in Worcestershire.  The Bishop of Gloucester, the new Chair of the Hospital Chaplaincies Council, asked the House to be vigilant about the maintenance of hospital chaplaincy services in their dioceses, and flagged up the Advisers on Hospital Chaplaincy’ annual conference on 21 June.

(b)
Anglican Religious Communities 

The Bishop of Sheffield, the Chairman of the Advisory Council on the Relations of Bishops and Religious Communities, encouraged bishops and DDOs to promote vocations to the religious life; drew attention to the help that the Anglican Religious Communities Development Trust could give to new and existing religious communities; and to the episcopal role in respect of those who wishing to take personal vows. 

(c)
The Progress of the draft Church of England Marriage Measure

The Bishop of Stockport, a member of the Steering Committee, briefed the House on Revision Committee’s work on the “qualifying connections” with a parish which would make it possible to marry there, and on the amendments providing for guidance from the House on how these were to be established. The draft Measure   would be brought back to the Synod for further disucssion in February.

(d)
The Ministry of the Bishop for Urban Life and Faith

The Bishop of Hulme briefed the House about his new role as Bishop for Urban Life and Faith. 

9. Financial Issues – Pensions / Church Commissioners’ Spending Plans

Mr Shaun Farrell, the Secretary of the Pensions Board, gave the House a presentation on clergy pensions in the light of the recent consultation exercise.

The Bishop of London presented a report from a Task Group (on which the Bishop of Leicester, Michael Chamberlain and Andreas Whittam Smith also sat) outlining possible different future directions of travel in respect of the spending priorities of the Church Commissioners.  Following discussion, there was general agreement about:

· The introduction of global budgets for each bishop in respect of office and working costs from 2008;

· An annual report to the House on See Houses;

· That, if current distributions levels could not be sustained in the light of future actuarial reviews, less priority should be given to sustaining the parish mission fund at its present level than to other spending categories (though further thought was needed about the possibility of funding for new housing areas).

It was recognised that the House’s Standing Committee would need to consider questions relating to the future deployment and funding of bishops in the light of the discussion.

10. Anglican Communion Update

The Bishop of Dorchester briefed the House on plans for the 2008 Lambeth Conference on behalf of the Conference Design Group.   

The Archbishop of Canterbury updated the House on recent developments in the Anglican Communion including: the work of the Panel of Reference set up following the Windsor Report; developments in the Episcopal Church [USA]; the Covenant Proposals; and the forthcoming Primates’ Meeting in Tanzania. 

11. Deemed Procedure
The following Reports and papers were either agreed or noted under the House’s deemed procedure:

(i) Encouraging Lay Pioneer Ministry

(ii) Review of Committees and Panels within Ministry Division

(iii) Draft Dioceses, Pastoral and Mission Measure Part V – Mission Initiatives: Draft Code of Practice

(iv) Anglican Consultative Council: Proposals for Constitutional and Procedural Reform

(v)
Follow up Inspection Reports: Guildford OLM Scheme and Southwark Diocesan OLM Scheme
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