Troubled times ahead in Europe

18 June 2008

Budget reforms, and a rethink after the Irish referendum

Sir, Budget reform should be the EU’s Plan B to the current political crisis. The present crisis of legitimacy is in large part due to the continued dislocation between the EU’s stated aims and policies and the subsequent allocation of funding. 

The current EU budget is an historical relic reflective of earlier stages in EU integration — it does not equip the EU to connect with the changed circumstances wrought by globalisation. Europe is not taking the tough political decisions necessary to provide for the security and prosperity of its citizens, with the result that Europe is seen as a source of insecurity. 

Resolving this crisis as well as the EU’s wider democratic deficit requires making greater provision for participatory democracy. For this reason, the budget reform process must include steps to embed, within the EU’s decision-making, mechanisms that engage its citizens on budgetary matters. 

Past attempts to re-engage with Europe’s citizens, through various listening exercises, have had little impact precisely because they do not provide an opportunity for Europe’s citizens to affect the EU’s collective priorities or to hold the EU and its institutions accountable. 
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