Called to be you

Vocations Sunday, the Fourth Sunday of Easter, is the Sunday set aside in the Church’s calendar to encourage all of us think about our vocation.

So what is your vocation?  You may think that you don’t have a vocation or that vocations are the sort of thing clergy have.  But if you think that, you’re wrong.  Each of us does have a vocation.  God calls each one of us.  The question, though, is to what?

First and foremost, God calls us to change: to become more Christ-like.  We are called to live out our lives in response to the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  That process began in our baptism, but it continues through prayer, through the reading of the scriptures and through the receiving of Holy Communion.  One of the constant themes in the New Testament is that lives touched by Christ were changed.  What is true for the characters of the New Testament is true for us.  As we encounter and respond to Christ we cannot help but be changed.

But while we are called to change, we are also called to be more deeply ourselves.  God never calls us to be something or someone we’re not.  God always calls us to what we are capable of becoming.  It may be that there are parts of us which are underdeveloped or which rarely see the light of day which need to be allowed to flourish so we can be our true selves.  It may be that we have hidden gifts which need to be discovered or it may be that there is something that we have secretly always wanted to do but have not had the courage or the time to try.  Whatever it may be we need to find an outlet which will allow us to feel more excited about life or indeed to feel more alive.

St Irenaeus wrote that ‘the glory of God is a human being fully alive’.  Through the dual process of becoming more fully ourselves and of becoming more fully Christ-like, the will of God is fulfilled and the glory of God seen.  That is what Vocations Sunday is about.  You have one life.  For God’s sake and for your own, live it. 
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