Summary of results of consultation about parochial fees 2005

The scope of the Council’s powers to fix fees, 

Respondents generally felt that the Council should be given a general statutory power to provide for fees provided by a wide range of ministers and bodies, and that it should have the right to fix fees for services taken by cemeteries and crematoria by clergy who are not beneficed or licensed to parishes. Respondents agreed 100% on the suggestion that the fee should be split between a ‘ministry fee’ and a ‘place of worship fee’.

The destination of fees,  

Most respondents agree that the ministry fee should be payable to Diocesan Stipends Funds, and that retired clergy should receive a payment from the diocese for taking services, but not readers, or NSM clergy unless their job description so provided, or stipendiary clergy. Most also agreed that the place of worship fee should go to the PCC or other body responsible for the place of worship, but no fee should be payable for services at cemeteries and crematoria.

‘Extras’

Respondents generally agreed with the proposals: that third parties who provide a services should receive a fee for it, and that the Council should have power to lay down which services and facilities should be included in the basic fee.  Respondents generally agreed that PCC should be given express power to charge fees in certain circumstances, including a ‘one-off’ churchyard maintenance fee where it is responsible for a churchyard or burial ground that is open for burials, and an additional fee for the marriage of two non-parishioners, or the burial of a non-parishioner in the churchyard or burial ground. Respondents also agreed, however, that the diocesan synod should have power to limit the amounts of such additional fees, such limits being themselves increased by the same underlying percentage as is applied to parochial fees in the Parochial Fees Order. The PCC should not be able to exceed these limits without the express permission of the diocesan synod. Respondents also agreed that PCCs should publish all fees inside or outside the Church, and provided an itemised statement of fees to each person to whom it charges fees. 

The waiving of fees

Respondents agreed that ministers should be able to waive fees under the new arrangements, and that bodies responsible for places of worship should also be able to waive fees, as PCCs can now.

