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 “Long” notice for public display where tombstones, monuments or memorials commemorating deceased persons buried within the property (and human remains) are to be removed

Mission and Pastoral Measure 2011
Closed church building and churchyard of __________________
Diocese of __________________
Rights of personal representatives or relatives to remove tombstones, monuments or memorials

1.
A [Pastoral Church Buildings] [Pastoral (Church Buildings Disposal)] Scheme dated the 
   day of  


 20
 authorised the [Church Commissioners] [                Diocesan Board of Finance] to [sell] [give] [exchange] [lease] [license] the closed church building of ___________________ and [part of] the churchyard for ________________ purposes.

2.
There are burials in the [closed church building] [and] [churchyard]. The Secretary of State has made an order lifting the requirement to remove the human remains buried within the building and land [as indicated on the attached plan] and they will remain undisturbed.

3.
Human remains buried in those parts of the property shown _____________ on the [said] plan will be removed and cremated/reinterred.

4.
The Secretary of State has directed that the removal of the human remains shall be carried out in accordance with the following directions:

[Follow wording in letter from the Ministry of Justice]

[e.g.

(a) the removal shall be effected with due care and attention to decency;

(b) the ground in which the remains are interred shall be screened from the public gaze while the work of removal is in progress;

(c) a suitable disinfectant shall be used on the coffins, soil, etc as found necessary;

(d) the removal shall be in accordance with conditions imposed by the Environmental Health Officer;

(e) the remains shall be placed in fresh wooden shells or other such containers as meet the requirements of the Environmental Health Officer;

(f) the remains shall be cremated/reinterred or, if (cremation/reinterment) cannot be effected immediately, they shall be kept safely, privately and decently until (cremation/reinterment) can be carried out.]

5.
The [Arch]Bishop of _________ has directed that these remains shall be [cremated and the ashes deposited] [reinterred] in consecrated ground in __________ Cemetery [in the presence of the incumbent/priest in charge of the parish and Churchwardens. The [Arch]Bishop also requires the incumbent/priest in charge to arrange for a commemorative act of worship]. 

6.
The [Arch]Bishop [of ____________], after consultation with his Diocesan Advisory Committee for the Care of Churches, has further directed that the tombstones, monuments and memorials in the building and land shall be __________________.

7.
We attach a list of names, so far as can be ascertained, of the deceased persons commemorated by those tombstones, monuments and memorials affected by the [Arch]Bishop’s directions. Any personal representative or relative of any deceased person so commemorated who wishes to remove their tombstone, monument or memorial must give notice in writing to the [Commissioners] [Diocese] at the address below by #_________203 . Any such removal and/or disposal must be completed within two months from the date of such notice, and the [Commissioners] [Diocese] will meet any reasonable costs relating to this.

8.
If the [Commissioners do] [Diocese does] not receive any such notices at this address by # _________________ 20   , or if after any such notice is given, the person then fails to remove the human remains or tombstone, monument or memorial in question within two months from the date of such notice, the [Commissioners] [Diocese] will arrange for the work to be done in accordance with the directions described above.

(Signed) on behalf of the [Church Commissioners] [Diocese]
email, phone number, address and date.

# The date entered should be 28 days from the last date of publication of notice.
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