Diocesan Title Posts Proforma

	Name of Diocese: Oxford

	Contact Person: 
(usually DDO)

DDO: 
Revd Jane Hemmings
	Address:

Church House Oxford
Langford Locks

Kidlington OX5 1GF
	Tel No and email address:

07876864962
Jane.hemmings@oxford.anglican.org

	Brief Description of title post/s available (with links to parish websites if wished)

The Dorchester Team is formed of 12 parishes in South Oxfordshire served by three stipendiary clergy, one house for duty and 4 self-supporting and PTO colleagues. The clergy work closely together, meeting regularly and the Team Rector is an experienced Training Incumbent. Like all the clergy curates are licensed to the Team and initially deployed across our varied Team parishes which offer experiences in a wide range of ministry from tiny rural to large, socially deprived housing estate.

Particular opportunities over the next period of our development include 

· Community Mission and social action in Berinsfield

· Reinvigorating pastoral care and community engagement around the refurbished area in Long Wittenham

· building on and growing Messy Church congregations in three churches and extending this work into other areas. Working on mission to new housing developments across the Team 
https://www.dorchester-abbey.org.uk/dorchester-team-churches-contacts/


	Description of the Diocese
The Diocese of Oxford, broadly speaking, covers the three counties of Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire.

Because of its large size, the Diocese of Oxford is divided into four smaller ‘episcopal Areas’, each overseen by their own Area Bishop.

The Dorchester Episcopal Area covers a great deal of Oxfordshire, not including the City of Oxford. It extends from the Cotswolds in the west all the way down to Henley-on-Thames.

The Bishop of Dorchester is Colin Fletcher.  Bishop Colin has experience of parish ministry, was Tutor in Ethics and Early Church History at Wycliffe Hall between 1979 and 1984. In 1993 Colin was appointed Chaplain to the Archbishop of Canterbury, before becoming Area Bishop of Dorchester in October 2000.
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	Towards a Common Vision: Called to be Christ-like: contemplative, compassionate and courageous

The Bishop of Oxford, Rt Revd Steven Croft was inaugurated in Sept 2016. He has recently called on everyone in the Diocese to read, study and dwell in the opening words of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount: the Beatitudes in Matthew 5.1-10. He writes:
“We have a common calling and vision: to become a more Christ-like church in this critical moment of history so that we can better serve the communities of Oxfordshire, Berkshire, Bucks and Milton Keynes and our fragmented world.

To be more Christ-like in this place at this time means to catch a fresh vision of Jesus Christ.  The Beatitudes are a self-portrait of Jesus.  They show us that to be more Christ-like means to become a more contemplative church, a more compassionate church and a more courageous church.

For Christians, being contemplative means simply to spend time with God.  A contemplative church spends time with God.  To be contemplative is to be poor in spirit, meek and pure in heart. Compassionate people feel and show sympathy and concern for others.  A compassionate church laments or mourns with the suffering in the world and is full of mercy which leads to action. Courageous people are whole-hearted.  To be a courageous church means to put our heart and soul into everything we are and do.  A courageous church will be hungry and thirsty for justice, seeking peace and reconciliation and willing to bear the cost of our discipleship and offer a bold witness to our faith.




