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Electronic voting results for Item 11 — SPECIAL AGENDA 111
PRIVATE MEMBERS’ MOTIONS
END TO PAUPERS’ FUNERALS (GS 2160A and GS 2160B)

“That this Synod noting:

a) the substantial rise in the number of ‘pauper funerals’ in England and
the pain and hurt arising from them; and

b) the call of the Gospel to meet people as Jesus does, in their time of
need, as well as the duty of Christians to the poor as set out in Proverbs
31.8-9 and Deuteronomy 15.7-8;

call upon the Archbishops’ Council to direct and resource the Life Events
Advisory Group, in consultation with the Churches Funeral Group and
the British Council of Funeral Services to:

I. undertake the formation of plans at national, diocesan and
parish levels to utilise Church resources (whether in the form of
finance, volunteers or buildings) to tackle the issues relating to
and, where possible, end ‘pauper funerals’;

1. work with other stakeholders to find ways, at an affordable
price, to deliver a more compassionate send off for the departed
and to meet the spiritual and emotional needs of those left
behind; and

iii.  report progress made with reference to the above by the end of
2021;

and further call on Her Majesty’s Government to develop with Council
leaders a national plan and basic standards for ‘pauper funerals’, which
should include allowing a Christian funeral service to take place in
Church or at a Crematorium, for family or others to attend, and the return
of the departed (where permitted) to family members.’

The motion was carried after a counted vote of the whole Synod.
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