General Synod of the Church of England, February Group of
Sessions
13" February 2020

Electronic voting results for Item 15 — SPECIAL AGENDA 111
PRIVATE MEMBERS’ MOTIONS
LEGAL AID REFORM (GS 2163A and GS 2163B)

‘That this Synod, mindful that a justice system should be open and free
from barriers of any kind, and also provide easy access to enable the most
vulnerable and disadvantaged people in our society to seek professional
help in bringing their claims before our courts and tribunals;

a) recognise our legal aid system as an essential public service and fully
endorse its preservation for the benefit of the nation;

b) welcome the reports by Amnesty International and the Bach
Commission about the impact of the Legal Aid, Sentencing and
Punishment of Offenders Act 2012 and note both their findings about its
Impact on the most vulnerable and disadvantaged groups in our society
and their recommendations for reform of the current system; and

¢) call on Her Majesty’s Government to respond positively to these
reports and explore ways of alleviating the impact that the 2012 Act has
had on these groups.’

The motion was carried after a counted vote of the whole Synod.

Results:

IN FAVOUR 218
AGAINST 0

1 abstention was recorded.

All votes in favour
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