
Crib Service [with Nativity Tableau]
Outline Script for Leader(s)
Welcome and Introduction 
In this service we are going to tell the story of the birth of Jesus and form a gigantic crib scene as we do so. [We are hoping that the children will come and help us as we tell the story.] 
It is the Christmas story and the reason for all the celebrations in our homes and churches. We’re also going to bless the Baby Jesus before we put him into our crib here [at the front].
And we’re all going to sing some Christmas carols. 
Bidding

Let us be glad, and with the shepherds bring our adoration, 
for God has given us the gift of Jesus.

Come to the manger; see the child, Jesus, God’s own son.

Welcome this heavenly guest, 
given as a baby so that we can see and know 
how much God loves his world.

Let our carols of praise ring out in thanks to God, 
for it is Christmas and, in Jesus God is with us.

Carol 1: Once in Royal
This is the story of the first Christmas.

It happened a long way from here in a Roman Province called Judaea. 
And it happened a long time ago, more than 2000 years!
A young woman called Mary was going to have a baby. She was getting married to a man called Joseph. They lived in a town called Nazareth. 
The Angel Gabriel, who is just coming up to the platform now, had visited Mary and Joseph and told them that the baby would be very special; that he would in fact be God’s Son.

Not long before Mary was to give birth, the Romans, who were in charge of the country, decided to count all the people. So Mary and Joseph had to travel from Nazareth to their home town of Bethlehem. It was a long way to go.

And here come Mary and Joseph now coming to join me here on the platform.
[Are there are any other Mary’s and Josephs here? 

Come up to the front as] we sing …
Carol 2: Little Donkey:

When Mary and Joseph got to Bethlehem, lots of other people had also come to be counted. Joseph and Mary tried to find somewhere to stay, but everywhere was full. In the end they were allowed to stay in a stable where the donkeys and cows lived. 
That night the baby was born (Doll of baby Jesus). They wrapped him up to keep him warm. They made a soft bed for him in the box where the animals’ food was put – the manger. 
So, baby Jesus slept his first night on earth in the manger where he was safe.

Let’s put baby Jesus in the Manger.
[Do we have any animals to join us here in the stable?

Come to the front] as we sing…
Carol 3: Calypso Carol (See him lying on a bed of straw)
In the hills outside Bethlehem, shepherds were looking after their sheep. Suddenly the shepherds saw a bright light in the sky. God’s glory shone around them, and they were very frightened. 
I think I would be scared, too! 
But an angel said, “Don’t be afraid. I’m bringing you some good news. And this good news is for everyone. 
“Today, in Bethlehem, God’s Son was born. Go and see him. You will find him wrapped up safe and warm in a manger in the stable behind the inn.”
Then a whole crowd of angels came from heaven. They praised God and sang, “Glory to God in the highest and peace on earth.”
Here we invite all the angels to come forward and be our heavenly host today!
When the angels had gone, the shepherds said, ‘let’s go and find this baby!’ 
So, they ran off to Bethlehem. They found the stable at the back of the inn and saw the new baby. He was a very special baby and the shepherds were very excited to see him.

Here we invite all the shepherds to come and join us at the front 
As they start to come we’ll sing ‘While shepherds watched’.

Carol 4: While Shepherds watched
The news of the birth of this special baby had spread not just to the people who lived near Bethlehem but to people from a country far, far away. 
They had been studying special books and charts and had discovered that God’s special baby was to be born in Bethlehem … they didn’t know the way, but a star guided them.
When they arrived they gave the baby special gifts of Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh.

Do we have any wise men or women here?
Carol 5: We Three Kings

And so, this is the story of the very first Christmas – everyone is here.
Mary, Joseph, the Angels, the Shepherds, the wise men (and women) … the animals

But most importantly of all, we are here to remember the day that God came to us as a tiny baby …
.
You see God is often found in places you don’t expect …

[I wonder if there are any children who have come dressed up as someone or something we might not expect?]
Come and join us at the front now as we sing….

Carol 6: Away in a Manger

Let us pray.
Loving God, thank you for sending us your Son Jesus. He was a very special baby and he grew up to be a very special man. He shows us how to love you and how to love each other. He was the greatest Christmas present ever. Please be with anyone who is sad this Christmas. Please be with us and our families and friends as we celebrate. We ask this in the name of Jesus who is born for us all.
Amen.

Blessing of the Crib 
Let us pray that God our Father will bless this crib and that all who come to see it will also find blessing through the love of his Son Jesus, who is born for us today.

God our Father, on this day your Son Jesus Christ was born of Mary for us and for our salvation: bless our crib, which we have prepared to celebrate that holy birth; may all who see it be strengthened in faith and receive the fullness of life he came to bring. We ask this in the name of Jesus who is born for us today. Amen.
Carol 7: Hark the Herald

Would you all please sit down. In a moment I’m going to say a prayer of blessing on us all. 
When I’ve done that I’m going to send the children who are sitting up here at the front back to their parents, or whoever has the lucky job of looking after them today. 
Please remain seated .
Blessing 

May the joy of the angels,
the eagerness of the shepherds,
the perseverance of the wise men,
the obedience of Joseph and Mary,
and the peace of the Christ-child
be yours this Christmas;
And the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.
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