








Rochester Reference (90) 
 
 
 

FORM 8 (Rule 7) 
 

Section 9 of Care of Cathedrals Measure 2011 
Application to the Cathedrals Fabric Commission for approval of a proposal 

 
To the Cathedrals Fabric Commission (“the Commission”) 
 
The Chapter of the Cathedral Church of: 

 
 
applies to the Commission for approval of the following proposal:  

 
 
Summary of the nature of work and its extent (and materials) [or in the case of an object, 
a short description of it and details of the proposal] 

 

 
Christ and the Blessed Virgin Mary, Rochester 

 
c/o The Chapter Clerk-Executive Director 
Garth House 
The Precinct 
Rochester 
Kent ME1 1SX 
chapterclerk@rochestercathedral.org 
Tel:  01634 843366 
 
 
 

The temporary loan of Textus Roffensis to the Supreme Court, London 

 
The Textus 900 celebrations are a series of exhibitions and events over the period 
2023-2024 highlighting the significance of this manuscript, considered Britain’s greatest 
hidden treasure. 
 
The Chapter of Rochester Cathedral is seeking fresh settings, new audiences, and 
future sponsors for Textus Roffensis as vital medium to long-term conservation 
interventions are required to preserve the manuscript.  In seeking sponsorship for 
Textus, the manuscript is to be exhibited on the first-floor lobby of the Middlesex 
Guildhall, home of the UK Supreme Court, from 31 July 2023 to 20 October 2023 as 
part of the planned Textus 900-year celebrations.   
 
Other than historic water damage to edges of leaves throughout, Textus Roffensis is 
considered to be in fine condition.  A condition assessment by Sussex Conservation 
Consortium, in advance of the Textus Roffensis: Legal Roots exhibition, has highlighted 
the short, medium, and long-term risks to the manuscript posed by the exhibition, 
together with measures to address these.  This includes a new bespoke support cradle 
for the intended opening, recommendations as to handling and checks, and 
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Plans, drawings, specifications, or other documents 

The proposal is described by the following items which accompany the form: 
 

 
 
 
 
  

 
1. Textus Roffensis: Legal Roots Exhibition Outline 
2. Condition Assessment – Sussex Conservation Consortium Ltd 
3. Facilities and Securities Reports from the Supreme Court 
4. Copy of the yet unsigned Loan Agreement – the signed copy will be sent to CFCE 
5. Ecclesiastical Insurance confirmation of cover letter dated 09 February 2023 
6. FAC Minutes – note of discussion 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Textus will be transported to and from the Supreme Court in a made-to-size packing 
case by a fine art removals firm with appropriate insurances.  Sussex Conservation 
Consortium will be employed to oversee the transportation process, including packing, 
handling, and installation at the Supreme Court where Textus will be displayed in a high-
security conservation-grade table display case, conditioned with ProSorb cassettes, very 
close to  53% RH, similar to its current display conditions in Rochester Cathedral’s Crypt. 
 
Ecclesiastical Insurance has confirmed it is satisfied with the details of the security and 
fire protections of the exhibition site and how Textus is to be displayed and has 
confirmed insurance cover for the duration of the loan.  
 
Rochester Cathedral’s Fabric Advisory Committee is supportive of the temporary loan, 

             



 
 

DISPLAY OF PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
 I confirm that  

(i) a Public Notice in Form 9 is being displayed from the 
date of this application 
(ii) a copy of the Public Notice in Form 9 is being sent 
immediately to the following bodies specified in rule 7(3) 
and (4) and as indicated below: 
(iii) a copy (free of charge) of each of the plans, drawings, 
specifications, or other documents itemised above is 
being sent immediately in accordance with rule 7(4) to 
the bodies indicated below. 
 

 
Indicate in boxes  Fabric Advisory Committee of the Cathedral 
  
 
  
 
  

Historic England (formerly English Heritage) 
 

 
[as applicable]  

 
 
 

 
 

The following national amenity societies: 
• Ancient Monuments Society 
• The Council for British Archaeology 
• The Georgian Group 
• The Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings 
• The Victorian Society 
• The Twentieth Century Society 

  
  Local Planning Authority only if the proposal is for works as 

described in section 2(1)(a) of the Measure 
 

 
 Signed:    

 
 
 Administrator on behalf of the Chapter 
 
  Dated:   13 February 2023 
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