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New resources to be released in September will help schools raise awareness of modern slavery and help protect their students from becoming
victims. The resources are a result of a collaboration between The Clewer Initiative, a project helping the Church of England to respond to

modern slavery, and Just Enough UK, an educational charity teaching children about difficult subjects like modern slavery and terrorism.

The resources will include lesson plans for five key stages, collective worship, and guides for teachers. They are designed to raise awareness of

modern slavery amongst the UK's young people, and make them aware that they themselves could be at risk of being victims of this crime.

According to the National Crime Agency referrals of under-18s as potential victims of modern slavery increased 66% to 2118 in 2017, compared
to 1278 in 2016 (Source: NRM Statistics 26/03/18). Minors are at particular risk of gang exploitation, for example in the form of ‘County Lines’, as
well as Child Sexual Exploitation. In 2017 559 minors - 497 girls and 62 boys - were found to be potential victims of sexual exploitation, 119 were

found in domestic servitude, and over a thousand in labour exploitation.

Modern slavery is thought to be taking place in every town and city in the UK, with high risk areas including hand car washes and nail bars. The

Clewer Initiative recently launched the Safe Car Wash App, designed to help raise awareness of modern slavery in hand car washes.

The Bishop of Derby, Alastair Redfern, who Chairs The Clewer Initiative, said “I am delighted that The Clewer Initiative is partnering with Just
Enough UK, to produce curriculum material for use in Church of England schools. Our intention is to produce innovative and interactive material

to give teachers the confidence to equip children with the knowledge and the tools to combat modern slavery in the world around them.

"Young people are an integral part of the catalyst for change, while at the same time being at risk of becoming victims of trafficking themselves.

This project is a chance to prevent human trafficking and modern slavery before it even begins.”

Phil Knight, CEO of Just Enough UK, said “For five years now Just Enough UK has been going into schools all across the UK educating young
children on how we can stop Modern Day Slavery for future generations. We have done this organically on reputation alone but now partnering
with The Clewer Initiative will open our message of a slavery free future to so many schools across this great country that we could not be more

excited to be working together.”

The Bishop of Ely, Stephen Conway, lead bishop for education said “I applaud this endeavour which fits so well with the Church of England'’s vision
for education. We seek in our schools to promote the dignity of every child and student and the hope of a fresh start where no one is excluded

from a flourishing life.”

The resources will be available through an online portal on websites of The Clewer Initiative and Just Enough UK. Anyone who would like to be

notified when the resources are released can sign up to a mailing list.
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http://nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/publications/national-referral-mechanism-statistics/2017-nrm-statistics/884-nrm-annual-report-2017/file
https://www.theclewerinitiative.org/safecarwash/
https://www.theclewerinitiative.org/schools

Notes to editors

The Clewer Initiative was launched in October with the backing of the Prime Minister Theresa May and the Archbishop of Canterbury. The three-
year programme is working to help the Church of England's 42 dioceses support victims of modern slavery and identify signs of exploitation in

their local communities.

Just Enough are an educational group for children as young as five, all the way up to sixteen. Their mission is “To help children understand the
world around them today and how they can make it even better when they grow up.” They use comedy, facts, acting and various media to teach
children about the world's toughest subjects such as Human Trafficking, Terrorism, Violent Crime, Environment, Inclusion and Hate Crime. They

are 100% recommended by over 2000 teachers and have educated over 60,000 children in the UK and USA.

The Church of England vision for education is deeply Christian, with Jesus' promise of 'life in all its fullness' at its heart. The key values of
Church of England education are wisdom, hope, community and dignity. Approximately 1 million children attend Church of England schools
today. A quarter of primary schools are Church of England, with more than 200 secondary schools - 4,700 in total, which operate for the good of
the whole community, irrespective of faith background, meaning children from all backgrounds may attend.

Approximately 1 million children attend Church of England schools.

About 15 million people alive today went to a Church of England school.

A quarter of primary schools and over 200 secondary schools are Church of England.

With 250 sponsored and over 650 converter academies, the Church is the biggest sponsor of academies in England.

Over 500 independent schools declare themselves to be Church of England in ethos.

Across the country, Church of England clergy dedicate a million hours every year to working with children and young people in schools, often

providing holiday and after-school activities.
There are 22,500 Foundation Governors in Church schools recruited, trained and supported by dioceses.

Each diocese runs a Diocesan Board of Education supporting Church schools, which represents an annual investment of over £15 million.

Source URL: https.//www.churchofengland.org/media/press-releases/church-england-helps-protect-young-people-modern-slavery
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