
The Agenda for the July meeting of the General Synod is published today. Members will gather in York on Friday 8 July until Saturday 9 July. A key

focus during these two days will be how the Church's vision for a growing, confident and hopeful church can be put into action through the

Renewal and Reform Programme.

The Church's governing body will discuss the vision and narrative for Renewal and Reform and key changes to legislation to make innovation and

change easier for those engaged with church life at all levels. The Legislative Reform Measure will make it possible to amend or repeal some

Church legislation by means of Orders approved by the Synod. Several other proposed pieces of new legislation will consolidate existing

provisions into a more user-friendly form and repeal provisions which are obsolete. There will also be an opportunity for Synod to discuss a

report from the Development and Appointments Group updating Synod on the progress of their work on the training and development of senior

Church leaders.

The Synod will also discuss a report on "A Church of England Vision for Education" with reference to the establishment of a foundation for

education and leadership. The Synod will also examine Annual Reports from both the Church Commissioners and the Archbishops' Council.

Aside from legislation linked to Renewal and Reform, Synod will also consider legislation which gives effect to two private members' motions

which were previously passed by the Synod. The amending legislation relates to forms of vesture requirements for ministers and providing for

those who have taken their own life to be buried in accordance with the normal burial service.

Synod will also be addressed by Bishop Ralf Meister of the German Evangelical Church, who will look ahead to the anniversary of the Reformation

in 2017. It will receive a report from the Archbishop of York on his 6 month pilgrimage.

The formal proceedings of the Synod will end on Saturday 9 July.

Following a service on 10 July at York Minster, members of the Synod will take part in Shared Conversations on Scripture, Mission and Human

Sexuality - following the regional sessions that concluded earlier this year - until Tuesday.

Notes

Mike Eastwood, Director of Renewal and Reform, has written a blog 'A Hopeful Future', published today at

http://cofecomms.tumblr.com/post/146052463347/a-hopeful-future.
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