
The Energy Footprint Tool allows all churches around the country to enter their utility bills and find out their 'carbon footprint'.

 

The easy-to-use Energy Footprint Tool will tell your church what your 'carbon footprint' is annually, based on the energy you use to heat and light

your buildings.

You can find the Energy Footprint Tool on the Online Parish Returns System. 

The system uses the information we already hold about your church to populate your answers. 

This means churches will only be asked for a small amount of additional information. You will need your 2023 electricity and gas/oil bills to hand.

The deadline for entries to be included in national statistics is the end of July 2024. 

Overall, the Energy Footprint Tool helps build a national picture of our baseline and progress towards becoming net zero carbon by 2030. It also

allows you locally to know where you are starting from and how much progress you are making.

General Synod voted in February 2020 for the whole of the Church of England to achieve net zero carbon by 2030.  The vote recognised that

responding to the climate crisis is an essential part of our responsibility to safeguard God’s creation and achieve a just world.

On the Church of England's Routemap to Net Zero Carbon by 2030, the first milestone for churches in 2023 is to start using the Energy

Footprint Tool if you haven’t already.

https://parishreturns.churchofengland.org/login
/resources/net-zero-carbon-routemap
/about/environment-and-climate-change/net-zero-carbon-routemap/reducing-emissions-churches


 

 

Why did we develop the EFT? 

As a Church, we have a target to meet net carbon zero by 2030. We are therefore developing a number of tools to monitor how we are progressing towards this

target.

In 2020, we introduced the first of these tools – the Energy Footprint Tool, which measures the energy carbon use of churches.  Since then, other tools have been

created for schools, housing, cathedrals, offices, TEIs, and transport. 

 

What is the EFT for, and where do I find it? 

The easy-to-use Energy Footprint Tool will tell your church what your carbon footprint is, based on the energy you use to heat and light your buildings.

You can find it on the Online Parish Returns System.

Nationally, it helps us know our carbon baseline - where we are starting from - and how much progress we are making.

What have we learnt from the EFT so far? 

The EFT helps us know our carbon baseline - where we are starting from - and how much progress we are making. Nearly 5,000 churches entered their information

in 2022 allowing us to estimate that for 2021 the carbon footprint for the Church of England’s church buildings was around 110,000 tonnes of greenhouse gases

(tCO2e).

Full findings from the EFT are published within the annual Energy Toolkit Report. The most recent publication relates to the year 2021.

The 2023 report, reporting on energy use and emissions data in 2022, has been delayed this year and will be published in Spring 2024.

For earlier iterations of the Energy Toolkit and Energy Footprint Tool reports, please see our Resources, publications, and data webpage.

Opening and closing dates 

The EFT opened for all churches for 2024 in February 2024, to enter your 2023 utility bills. . 

The EFT is available to all Church of England churches using the Online Parish Returns System. (St Albans churches can use an equivalent system that connects,

contact your DAC.)

How does the EFT work? 

The Energy Footprint Tool will tell your church the amount of carbon produced annually by heating and lighting your church buildings, based on the energy data

you provide. It can take account of separate buildings such as church halls, as long as you have the utility bills for them.

Who created the EFT? 

The Energy Footprint Tool was created by the Church of England Data Team in response to the call from General Synod in Feb 2019 to be able to measure the

carbon footprint of the Church. It is a key step towards meeting our goal to cut our emissions and play our role in responding to the climate crisis.

How to fill out the Energy Footprint Tool - a detailed screen by screen walk through to help you fill out the tool.
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https://parishreturns.churchofengland.org/login
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2022-12/energy-toolkit-report-2021_final.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/about/research-and-statistics/resources-publications-and-data#na
https://parishreturns.churchofengland.org/
https://www.churchofengland.org/researchandstats


Frequently Asked Questions:

What information do you need to hand to complete the EFT? 

You will need your utility bills for the year before; electricity, gas, oil, or whichever other fuel you use. For example, if you are completing it in 2024, you need your

2023 bills.  If you have solar panels, information on their generation over the preceding year.  

If you want to include a separate church hall or other building, then you need the bills for this too.  If you want to exclude an area which is permanently rented out

to tenants and sub-metered, you will want this information to hand.  

You can find a paper copy of the questions here (word or pdf) - you might find it helpful to use this to collect all the information you need.

How long will it take me to fill out the EFT? 

Completing the EFT might take you an hour the first time you complete it, but if you have all your information to hand and have completed it before it take you as

little as 20 to 30 minutes. 

If you find you don’t have everything you need, you can save your progress and return to complete and submit the EFT at a later point. 

Our parish is a multi-church benefice, how do I enter this in the EFT? 

Each Church in your parish should be entered separately – and you will only be able to enter one church or one combined church and church hall per EFT entry. 

To choose each church in your parish in turn please do the following: 

1. Use the <Select Church> menu at the top of the EFT screen. 

2. Select the Church in your parish for which you want to enter information from the table at the bottom of the screen. 

3. Under the Energy Footprint Tool 2023 Section, click on <Enter Your Data>. 

4. Complete and Submit the EFT for this Church. 

5. Repeat steps 1-4 above for each Church in your parish. 

How do we enter information for our church hall if it is separate from our Church? 

1. Select the Church in your parish for which you would like to enter information about a separate Church Hall. 

2. Under the Energy Footprint Tool 2023 Section, click on <View Report/Submit Data>. 

3. In answer to the first question “For how many buildings would you like to enter data?”, you will need to enter 2 (or more buildings if you have more buildings for

which the parish pays the energy bills which you would like to include). 

4. Answer the following questions about your Church: 

“Building Name”: Leave as “Main” for your Church 

“Type of building ?”: Select Church 

“What sources of energy does this building use?”: Select the relevant energy sources. 

5. Then click the <Add a building> option. 

6. This will create a new block of questions for your Church Hall.  

7.
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/sites/default/files/2024-02/energyfootprinttoolpaper2023.docx
/sites/default/files/2024-02/energyfootprinttoolpaper2023.docx


Complete this second set questions about your Church Hall: 

“Building Name”: Enter a meaningful name (Church Hall is sufficient unless you need to differentiate between multiple Church Halls) 

“Type of building ?”: Select Church Hall 

“What sources of energy does this building use?”: Select the relevant energy sources.

8. Click <Next> 

9. The first Data Entry screen displayed will relate to the Church, when you have completed this you will see a second Data Entry screen for the Church Hall.

You can tell which building you are entering information about by looking at the tabs on the left hand side of the screen. The tab which is not highlighted

shows the building you are currently entering information for.

How do we enter information for our church hall, if it is in the same building as our Church, with only one meter? 

1. Select the Church in your parish for which you would like to enter information about a separate Church Hall. 

2. Under the Energy Footprint Tool 2023 Section, click on <View Report/Submit Data>. 

3. In answer to the first question “For how many buildings would you like to enter data?”, you will leave this as 1 (unless there are other additional buildings for

which the parish pays the energy bills which you would like to include). 

4. Answer the following questions about your Church and Church Hall: 

“Building Name”: Leave as “Main” for your Church 

“Type of building ?”: Select “Church and Church Hall combined (shared meter)”.

5. Complete the EFT as per the standard instructions, but entering energy information for your combined building, with information from your single energy bill. 

We don’t own or pay energy bills for any buildings. Should I still complete the EFT? 

Yes, as the EFT also allows you to capture work-related travel expenses. 

To complete the EFT for this church: 

1. Select the Church in your parish for which you would like to enter information. 

2. Under the Energy Footprint Tool 2023 Section, click on <View Report/Submit Data>.

3. Click on the checkbox “If you do not have any buildings to enter data for click here”, this will change the number of buildings to 0. 

4. Click <Next>. 

5. You will be taken directly to the data entry screen for work-related travel. 

6. Complete the EFT as per the standard instructions.  

How do I enter work-related travel? 
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Each church in a parish can enter mileage and costs related to work-related travel. This will be the expenses your church has paid out to paid staff and volunteers

for travel relating to official Church activities. 

After you have completed the information on energy type and use for each building you will automatically be taken to the data entry screen for work-related travel. 

How can I tell if my electricity supply is single or 3 phase in order to answer this question in the EFT? 

The best way to tell if a property has a three phase supply is by looking at the electrical fuse.  

Check your electrical meter, meters are sometimes labelled “Single-Phase,” “Mono-Phase,” or “1-Phase” and 3-phase supplies sometimes say “3-Phase,” “Tri-Phase,”

or “Polyphase.  

Count 3 fuses for 3-phase or 1 fuse for single-phase.  

Or your utility bill may say what type of power you have. 

If you do not know the answer to this question, please do not guess, but select the option “I don’t know”. 

Which green energy providers 'count' for EFT purposes? 

The Energy Footprint Tool calculate the carbon footprint of your energy use (oil, gas, electricity).  It shows both the ‘gross’ and ‘net’ carbon footprint.  The gross

figure represents all the energy your church has used, whilst the net figure deducts any electricity or gas which is either generated on-site or purchased from a

100% renewable tariff meeting certain criteria.  

The list of companies meeting these criteria is reviewed each year.  

You can find here the list of providers who meet the criteria in 2024. 

This list is backward looking, applying to 2023 utility data entered into the EFT in 2024. 

How do I exclude an area which is permanently rented out to tenants and sub-metered? 

To exclude an area of a building which is permanently rented out to tenants and sub-metered, you will need both your main energy bills and the sub-metering

bills. 

To complete the EFT you will need to subtract the sub-metered energy from your total energy use for the year and record this value in the EFT. 

Can I generate a report to print out and take to our APCC meeting? 

Yes, on the Energy Footprint Results or Summary Screen, select the option <Print/Download Report>. 

Clicking this button will produce a pdf of your energy footprint results which can be taken to your APCC meeting for discussion.  

To save this report, follow the instructions in the pop-up window. 

Is the EFT linked to the Climate Steward's Carbon 360 tool? 

The link from the EFT to Climate Stewards Carbon 360 tool is currently not working, but work is in progress to resolve this. 

When fixed the Carbon 360 tool will pull through data from your Church’s EFT record for this year and pre-populate this information, as long as you have

completed and submitted an EFT for your Church. 

Can I enter energy data for previous years if this wasn’t entered before, or correct data which I know now is incorrect? 

If you notice that EFT information for previous years are incorrect or missing for your church, please feel free to provide this information either directly to your

diocesan office contact, or directly to the Data Services team, by emailing statistics.unit@churchofengland.org. 

The easiest way to share the necessary information, is by completing a paper return - available above or on the parish returns login page.

Can I see our previous EFT entries? Page 5

/sites/default/files/2024-02/green-energy-companies-and-the-energy-footprint-tool-feb-2024.pdf


Select the Church in your parish for which you would like to see previous information. 

2. Use the menu <View Data> at the top of the EFT screen, from this dropdown menu, select <Archived Returns>.  

3. You can view EFT return data if it was previously submitted by clicking on ‘View’ under the relevant year in the Energy Footprint Tool column. 

4. The EFT Results Page for the data submitted in that year is displayed. 

5. To see individual fields entered and calculated for that year, click ‘Show/Hide’ under the “Submit Data” section. 

I have realised that a mistake was made in completing the EFT after it was submitted, what should I do? 

1. If the EFT is still open, you can edit the data and re-submit it as follows. 

2. Select the Church in your parish for which you would like to see previous information. 

3. Under the Energy Footprint Tool 2023 Section, click on <View Report/Submit Data>. 

4. Click on the <Unsubmit> option. 

5. Confirm that you would like to unsubmit this entry by clicking <OK> in the pop-up dialogue box.  

6. Click on the <Enter Data> option, you can then walk through the entry form and correct your mistake. 

7. Please remember to click <Submit> again when you have completed your corrections. 

I need help completing the EFT, where can I find help? 

If you get stuck you can find help in the following ways:  

If it relates to how to fill in the forms click on the “?” help symbols you will find throughout the forms.

 If it relates to getting access to the system or if you want to let someone know about problems with historic data contact your diocesan office.  

If you think the system is not doing what it should be then use the Report Problem / Give Feedback facility at the bottom of each page. 

If it relates to something else, then the answer may be contained within the user guide, available via the <Users Menu> then selecting the <Download Users

Guide> option. 

Once we know our carbon footprint, what next? 

The tool also offers some helpful tips to reduce your carbon emissions. Using the tool each year will help you to track the impact of the different steps you are

taking to reduce your carbon footprint. 

You can use the Practical Path to Net Zero Carbon to plan your action, and our Net Zero Carbon church webpage to get informed. Refer to our net-zero carbon

webinar programme and see how Parish Buying can support you. 
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https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/churchcare/net-zero-carbon-church/practical-path-net-zero-carbon-churches
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/churchcare/net-zero-carbon-church
https://www.churchofengland.org/about/environment-and-climate-change/webinars-getting-net-zero-carbon
https://www.churchofengland.org/about/environment-and-climate-change/webinars-getting-net-zero-carbon
https://www.parishbuying.org.uk/categories/net-zero-2030


Reducing your carbon footprint

 

The path to net zero

Find out what net zero carbon emissions means for the Church.

 

Eco Church

Learn how your church can become an Eco Church.

Source URL: https://www.churchofengland.org/about/policy-and-thinking/our-views/environment-and-climate-change/about-our-environment/energy-footprint-tool
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