
In 2010, Jack and Babs Bearne left a gift in their Will to St Michael's Church, Alphington, in the Diocese of Exeter. Their generosity has had a

transformational impact on the life of the church.

Receiving such a generous gift challenged the church community to consider their vision for the future. Jack and Babs spent their life serving the

local community, and it is in this spirit that the church building has been reordered. 

For Rev. Mike Patridge, "the legacy was spent on the building, this was not simply a building project...what they have done is turn the building

inside out so everyone can see the welcome here". 

The church path and entrance have been made accessible for all, while a new suite of rooms have helped the church's mission and outreach

grow enormously. The building is a beautiful blend of old and new, and is now open to the public everyday. 

More case studies

Tricia’s Legacy to St Peter’s Church, Portishead

By leaving a gift in her Will to St Peter’s, Tricia wants to ensure that future generations will also hear about Christ and receive his blessings. Such generosity is a

wonderful commitment to the work of God in a parish.

Christ Church, Guildford

A ground-breaking, multi-functional three metre wide ‘invisible’ screen has been installed at Christ Church Guildford following a legacy left by a member of the

congregation.

St Margaret's, Ormesby

A joint legacy of £32,000 from Laurie and Margaret Edwards to St Margaret's in Ormesby led to a full refurbishment of the church including new lighting. 

All Saint's, Lightwater

The bells of All Saints’ Church Lightwater were rededicated at its Harvest Festival services on October 2013 after being restored using a substantial legacy from two

parishioners.
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