The General Synod has given unanimous backing to a call for the Government to ensure the protection of child survivors of trafficking after hearing of fears that
the Nationality and Borders Bill could leave more children unprotected and at risk.

Members voted 331 in favour, with no votes against and no abstentions, both to acknowledge the âleading roleâ that the Government has
played internationally in challenging slavery - while calling on the Government to ensure the proper protection of minors who are trafficked and
enslaved.
The Synod also voted to encourage all dioceses, deaneries and parishes in the Church of England to raise awareness of modern slavery.
Members further called on people to pray for the victims and survivors of slavery and trafficking and all those organisations who work to help
and support them.
General Synod member Alistair Bianchi, introducing the debate at the Synod, said progress that had been made in tackling modern slavery and
protecting children who have been trafficked risked being endangered as a result of measures in the Nationality and Borders Bill.
There are âconsiderable concernsâ that the lack of attention paid specifically to protecting children in the Bill â currently before Parliament could have a negative impact both on child survivors of trafficking and children subject to the immigration system who are at risk of exploitation,
he told the Synod.

âThis can be seen in the Billâs creation of a new âslavery or trafficking information noticeâ which would be issued to potential victims of mod
slavery claiming asylum, setting out a limited time in which a potential victim must provide information to ensure they donât damage their
credibility.Â
âThis disregards the impact of trauma on the ability of victims, especially children, to recall relevant details. In addition to this, the proof required
for a reasonable grounds decision will likely increase with the bill, Â further excluding children from support.â

Mr Bianchi was speaking on behalf of Durham Diocese, which campaigned successfully in 2018 to prevent a young man âStephenâ -not his real
name - from being deported back to Vietnam after he was trafficked into the UK as a child to work on a cannabis farm.
âWhile there have been developments in government policy since this motion was first raised in 2018, there remains a great deal of concern
about the outcomes for trafficked children, particularly as they transition to adulthood â as exemplified by Stephenâs case,â he added.
In his speech, he highlighted the work of the Clewer Initiative, the Church of Englandâs campaign to raise awareness of modern slavery and help
support survivors and vulnerable groups.
More information:Â
Other partners with resources addressing slavery issues include: International Justice Mission (IJM) (which works closely with churches in
providing a Christian response to modern slavery), Stop the Traffik, Justice & Care, Hestia, Anti-Slavery Partnership
The wording of the Synod motion, approved unanimously:Â
Â âThat this Synod:Â
(a) acknowledge the leading role that Her Majestyâs Government has played internationally in challenging slavery; andÂ
(b) ask Her Majestyâs Government to ensure the proper protection of minors who are trafficked and enslaved is enshrined in law including
updating the 2018 Working Together to Safeguard Children Statutory Guidance in accordance with the request from the Independent AntiSlavery Commissioner, and to implement the other findings of her Annual Report in particular around effective access to support,
accommodation, work and education for victims of modern slavery;Â
c.Â Â Â encourage all dioceses, deaneries, and parishes in the Church of England to raise awareness of modern slavery in our communities
in the UK and internationally, working with the resources from partners such as the Church of Englandâs
Clewer Initiative and others *,
helping individuals and congregations to address this evil by: Â
i.Â Â Â seeking to identify potential victims of modern slavery in the community, and Â
ii.Â Â Â offering services to victims and survivors, Â
iii.Â Â Â supporting organisations which already provide services to help people leaving exploitation and/or with preventative work;Â
d.Â Â Â encourages dioceses, safeguarding leads, and training institutions and organisations in using resources like these within existing
training, especially where individuals hold roles in authorised ministry, embedding understanding of modern slavery and equipping them
with ways to respond;Â
e.Â Â Â ask that the issues of challenging human trafficking and modern slavery are raised at the global gathering of bishops of the Anglican
Communion at the 2022 Lambeth Conference, and that the conference consider the international Churchâs role in tackling injustice and
violence around the world and address the factors which create vulnerability to exploitation; andÂ
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f.Â Â Â call on all individuals to pray regularly for victims and survivors of modern slavery and for those organisations working to help and
support them both in the UK and overseas, that we may come closer to fulfilling Jesusâ injunction to
âproclaim release to the captivesâ.
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