
Statement from the Archbishops' Council

The Archbishops’ Council, at its meeting last week, has agreed that the review of the handling of safeguarding issues regarding the former Dean

of Christ Church, Oxford, Dr Martyn Percy, originally referred to the Independent Safeguarding Board, ISB, should be led by another person. 

All parties have been informed of this decision and next steps will be announced in due course. 

The Archbishops’ Council and the Diocese of Oxford originally referred the review to the ISB early in 2022 and Terms of Reference were

announced in May. In the autumn, the ISB announced it was pausing work on the review due to finite resources, current workload and a desire

to study the outcomes of other independent reviews into Christ Church.

Due to ongoing concerns about current working relationships and the conclusion of the ICO investigation into the Chair the Council also agreed

at its January meeting that the three ISB members should enter into a dispute resolution process to ensure this important independent work can

continue with effective collaborative working between its members. This will enable the ISB to reach decisions including on outstanding work and

to provide services to the Church agreed in its contract.

The ISB, was set up to provide vital scrutiny of the Church’s safeguarding work and we remain committed to this principle and would like to thank

members for their work to date.
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