
¶  Evening Prayer

from All Saints’ Day until

the day before the First Sunday of Advent

Thursday, 7 November 2024

Willibrord of York, Bishop, Apostle of Frisia, 739 [Lesser Festival]

Preparation

O God, make speed to save us.

AllO Lord, make haste to help us.

Your faithful servants bless you.

AllThey make known the glory of your kingdom.

One or more of the following is said or sung:

this or another prayer of thanksgiving

Blessed are you, Sovereign God,

our light and our salvation,

to you be glory and praise for ever.

Now, as darkness is falling,

wash away our transgressions,

cleanse us by your refining fire

and make us temples of your Holy Spirit.

By the light of Christ,

dispel the darkness of our hearts

and make us ready to enter your kingdom,

where songs of praise for ever sound.

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

AllBlessed be God for ever.

A Song of Tobit (page 596), the following or another suitable hymn

https://daily.commonworship.com/../canticles/otcanticles/44.html


Give me the wings of faith to rise

within the veil, and see

the saints above, how great their joys,

how bright their glories be.

Once they were mourning here below,

and wet their couch with tears;

they wrestled hard, as we do now,

with sins and doubts and fears.

I ask them whence their victory came:

they, with united breath,

ascribe their conquest to the Lamb,

their triumph to his death.

They marked the footsteps that he trod,

his zeal inspired their breast,

and, following their incarnate God,

possess the promised rest.

Our glorious Leader claims our praise

for his own pattern given;

while the long cloud of witnesses

show the same path to heaven.

Isaac Watts

(Tune: CM)

This opening prayer may be said

That this evening may be holy, good and peaceful,

let us pray with one heart and mind.

Silence is kept.

As our evening prayer rises before you, O God,

so may your mercy come down upon us

to cleanse our hearts

and set us free to sing your praise

now and for ever.

AllAmen.
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The Word of God

Psalmody

The appointed psalmody is said.

Psalm 118

Refrain: I will give thanks to you,

for you have become my salvation.

1 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; ♦

his mercy endures for ever.

2 Let Israel now proclaim, ♦

‘His mercy endures for ever.’

3 Let the house of Aaron now proclaim, ♦

‘His mercy endures for ever.’

4 Let those who fear the Lord proclaim, ♦

‘His mercy endures for ever.’ R

5 In my constraint I called to the Lord; ♦

the Lord answered and set me free.

6 The Lord is at my side; I will not fear; ♦

what can flesh do to me?

7 With the Lord at my side as my saviour, ♦

I shall see the downfall of my enemies.

8 It is better to take refuge in the Lord ♦

than to put any confidence in flesh.

9 It is better to take refuge in the Lord ♦

than to put any confidence in princes. R

10 All the nations encompassed me, ♦

but by the name of the Lord I drove them back.
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11 They hemmed me in, they hemmed me in on every side, ♦

but by the name of the Lord I drove them back.

12 They swarmed about me like bees;

they blazed like fire among thorns, ♦

but by the name of the Lord I drove them back.

13 Surely, I was thrust to the brink, ♦

but the Lord came to my help. R

14 The Lord is my strength and my song, ♦

and he has become my salvation.

15 Joyful shouts of salvation ♦

sound from the tents of the righteous:

16 ‘The right hand of the Lord does mighty deeds;

the right hand of the Lord raises up; ♦

the right hand of the Lord does mighty deeds.’

17 I shall not die, but live ♦

and declare the works of the Lord.

18 The Lord has punished me sorely, ♦

but he has not given me over to death. R

19 Open to me the gates of righteousness, ♦

that I may enter and give thanks to the Lord.

20 This is the gate of the Lord; ♦

the righteous shall enter through it.

21 I will give thanks to you, for you have answered me ♦

and have become my salvation.

22 The stone which the builders rejected ♦

has become the chief cornerstone.

23 This is the Lord’s doing, ♦

and it is marvellous in our eyes.

24 This is the day that the Lord has made; ♦

we will rejoice and be glad in it.
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25 Come, O Lord, and save us we pray. ♦

Come, Lord, send us now prosperity.

26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; ♦

we bless you from the house of the Lord.

27 The Lord is God; he has given us light; ♦

link the pilgrims with cords

right to the horns of the altar. R

28 You are my God and I will thank you; ♦

you are my God and I will exalt you.

29 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; ♦

his mercy endures for ever.

Refrain: I will give thanks to you,

for you have become my salvation.

Saving God,

open the gates of righteousness,

that your pilgrim people may enter

and be built into a living temple

on the cornerstone of our salvation,

Jesus Christ our Lord.

Each psalm or group of psalms may end with

AllGlory to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now

and shall be for ever. Amen.

If there are two Scripture readings, the first may be read here, or both may be read after the canticle.

Isaiah 2.12-end

For the Lord of hosts has a day

   against all that is proud and lofty,

   against all that is lifted up and high;
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against all the cedars of Lebanon,

   lofty and lifted up;

   and against all the oaks of Bashan;

against all the high mountains,

   and against all the lofty hills;

against every high tower,

   and against every fortified wall;

against all the ships of Tarshish,

   and against all the beautiful craft.

The haughtiness of people shall be humbled,

   and the pride of everyone shall be brought low;

   and the Lord alone will be exalted on that day.

The idols shall utterly pass away.

Enter the caves of the rocks

   and the holes of the ground,

from the terror of the Lord,

   and from the glory of his majesty,

   when he rises to terrify the earth.

On that day people will throw away

   to the moles and to the bats

their idols of silver and their idols of gold,

   which they made for themselves to worship,

to enter the caverns of the rocks

   and the clefts in the crags,

from the terror of the Lord,

   and from the glory of his majesty,

   when he rises to terrify the earth.

Turn away from mortals,

   who have only breath in their nostrils,

   for of what account are they?

Canticle

A Song of God’s Assembled, or another suitable canticle, for example, number 70 (page 628) or number 73 (page 631), may be said

Refrain:

AllWe have come before the throne of God

to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. Page 6
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1We have come before God’s holy mountain, ♦

to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God.

2We have come before countless angels making festival, ♦

before the assembly of the firstborn citizens of heaven.

3We have come before God, who is judge of all, ♦

before the spirits of the just made perfect.

4We have come before Jesus, ♦

the mediator of the new covenant.

5We are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken: ♦

so let us give thanks and offer to God acceptable worship,

6Full of reverence and awe; ♦

for our God is a consuming fire.

Hebrews 12.22-24a, 28, 29

AllGlory to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now

and shall be for ever. Amen.

AllWe have come before the throne of God

to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.

Scripture Reading

One or more readings appointed for the day are read.

The reading(s) may be followed by a time of silence.

Matthew 3

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ This is the one of whom the

prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,

‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

“Prepare the way of the Lord,

   make his paths straight.” ’
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Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea

were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.

But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear

fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up

children to Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

‘I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the

Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing-floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with

unquenchable fire.’

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, and do you come

to me?’ But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfil all righteousness.’ Then he consented. And when Jesus had been

baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him.

And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’

A suitable song or chant, or a responsory in this or another form, may follow

Lord, you will guide me with your counsel

and afterwards receive me with glory.

AllLord, you will guide me with your counsel

and afterwards receive me with glory.

For I am always with you;

you hold me by my right hand.

AllAnd afterwards receive me with glory.

Glory to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit.

AllLord, you will guide me with your counsel

and afterwards receive me with glory.

from Psalm 73

Gospel Canticle

The Magnificat (The Song of Mary) is normally said,

or the Nunc dimittis (The Song of the Simeon) (page 613) may be said

Refrain:

AllHow beautiful on the mountains

are the feet of those who bring good news and proclaim

the gospel of peace. Page 8
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1My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,

my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour; ♦

he has looked with favour on his lowly servant.

2From this day all generations will call me blessed; ♦

the Almighty has done great things for me

and holy is his name.

3He has mercy on those who fear him, ♦

from generation to generation.

4He has shown strength with his arm ♦

and has scattered the proud in their conceit,

5Casting down the mighty from their thrones ♦

and lifting up the lowly.

6He has filled the hungry with good things ♦

and sent the rich away empty.

7He has come to the aid of his servant Israel, ♦

to remember his promise of mercy,

8The promise made to our ancestors, ♦

to Abraham and his children for ever.

Luke 1.46-55

AllGlory to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now

and shall be for ever. Amen.

Refrain:

AllHow beautiful on the mountains

are the feet of those who bring good news and proclaim

the gospel of peace. 

Prayers

Thanksgiving may be made for the day.
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Intercessions are offered

¶ for peace

¶ for individuals and their needs

Prayers may include the following concerns from the cycle on pages 364–365

¶ The saints on earth, that they may live as citizens of heaven

¶ All people, that they may hear and believe the word of God

¶ All who fear the winter months

¶ All sovereigns and political leaders, that they may imitate the righteous rule of Christ

¶ All who grieve or wait with the dying

A form of prayer found on page 384 may be used.

These responses may be used

Lord, in your mercy

hear our prayer

(or)

Lord, hear us.

Lord, graciously hear us.

Silence may be kept.

The Collect of the day is said

God, the Saviour of all,

you sent your bishop Willibrord from this land

to proclaim the good news to many peoples

and confirm them in their faith:

help us also to witness to your steadfast love

      by word and deed

so that your Church may increase

      and grow strong in holiness;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

AllAmen.

The Lord’s Prayer is said
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Uniting our prayers with the whole company of heaven,

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray

AllOur Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours

now and for ever.

Amen.

(or)

Uniting our prayers with the whole company of heaven,

let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us

AllOur Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever.

Amen.

The Conclusion
Page 11



May Christ, who has opened the kingdom of heaven,

bring us to reign with him in glory.

AllAmen.

Let us bless the Lord.

AllThanks be to God.

© The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England, 2000-2005

Official Common Worship apps, books and eBooks are available from Church House Publishing. 

The Bible readings (other than the psalms) are from The New Revised Standard Version Anglicized Edition, copyright 1989, 1995 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by

permission. All rights reserved. 

Implemented by Simon Kershaw at Crucix.

Implementation copyright © Simon Kershaw, 2002-2021. 

View other services

Copy to clipboard 

Source URL: https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-in-daily-prayer/evening-prayer-contemporary-thursday-7-november-2024

Page 12Page 12

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-worship/join-us-in-daily-prayer/copyright.aspx
http://www.chpublishing.co.uk/
https://nrsvbibles.org/
http://www.crucix.com/
/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer

