


SUGGESTED BASIS FOR A LETTER TO "INTERESTED PARTIES" UNDER  SECTION 17 OF THE MISSION AND PASTORAL MEASURE 2011
[bookmark: app6c]


Please refer to the Code for matters which may be dealt with by the shortened procedure under s.17 of the Mission and Pastoral Measure.

To:

List of interested parties of the affected benefices and parishes 
(being the  incumbents; priests-in-charge; PCC secretaries; patrons*; archdeacon(s); rural dean(s); and deanery synod lay co-chairman (or chairmen). 

[*Patrons not interested parties in matters limited to creating, altering or dissolving archdeaconries or deaneries or altering the name of any archdeaconry or deanery.]


MISSION AND PASTORAL MEASURE 2011
BENEFICE(S) OF

As you may well be aware, informal discussions have been taking place about proposals for [                ].

The Diocesan Mission and Pastoral Committee has considered the matter and has noted that there appears to be widespread informal approval of these proposals. The Committee therefore proposes to prepare a draft order to give effect to the proposals and to submit it to the Bishop for his approval. If all the interested parties are now prepared to give their formal consent to the proposals, under the shortened procedure there will be no need for any further consultation. This will save the Church both time and money and enable the proposals to come into effect more quickly.

I therefore enclose a copy of the proposals. If you are in agreement with the proposals I should be grateful if you would sign the statement to that effect on the enclosed second copy of this letter (or, where appropriate, arrange for it to be signed) as soon as possible and return it to me not later than by (normally allow six weeks). Please note that any agreement must be unconditional, so please let me know if you are not willing to agree unconditionally. If I have not heard from you by (same date as above), I will regard it as your having deemed to agree to allow the proposals to proceed. Please also let me know if you wish to have any further information regarding the effect of these proposals or about points of procedure.

If any of those to whom this letter is being sent do not consent to these proposals the Diocesan Mission and Pastoral Committee may decide that it nevertheless wishes to recommend them to the Bishop with or without amendment. If it did so decide, it would have to proceed under the full procedure for a Pastoral Order which under section 6(1) the Measure includes ascertaining the views of the interested parties before making a recommendation to the Bishop. In that event it would treat this letter and the responses to it as that ascertaining of views.

An incumbent or team vicar affected by these proposals has the right under the Measure to meet representatives of the Committee to present his or her views. A Parochial Church Council or its appointed representative may request to meet the Committee's representatives to discuss its views. Any of those parties who would, in that event, wish to have such a meeting should therefore indicate this when responding to this letter. 



Secretary to Diocesan Mission and Pastoral Committee



I give my consent to the order described above being made.

Signed:

Position:

(e-mail consent is sufficient for our purposes)
[bookmark: _GoBack]
For the information of the DMPC secretary: Please note that the ‘deemed consent’ principle under the s17 shortened procedure Order route does not extend to benefices in the patronage of the Crown/Duchy of Lancaster/Duchy of Cornwall or where the Crown is acting as Guardian of the Temporalities during any vacancy of the see -  consent must be obtained in such instances before any interested parties under the Mission and Pastoral Measure process are consulted.




