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Sample

Summary findings
o o ComRes surveyed 2000 11-18
@b}edluw FEERReRaRRaRaRRaRLLLI94T year olds in England online.
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The key aims of this research were to: PRI RRERIRRRORIR R RRRR ChI‘IS’[Ian.S..831

Y L LTI Non-Christians: 1169
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- Understand broad perceptions of prmRRRmRRRRRRRe e
Jesus among 11-18 year olds.

. Understand how frequently 1nter pr etation

Christians and non-Christians have
conversations about faith in Jesus. Data have been weighted by age, gender ;'

- Explore how Christians feel about and region to be representative of all - 77 .»
11-18 year olds in England. -~

talking to non-Christians about their Fo

falth In Jesus. Findings marked with an asterisk (*) indicate a low base size.
These results should be treated with caution.

- Explore how non-Christians feel
when Christians talk to them about

their faith in Jesus. BN Toldwork dates

-« Understand the reasons why young
people become Christians. 7th — 19th December 2016




PROFILE OF
CHRISTIAN
YOUNG

PEOPLE



10 20 30 40 50 60 70 30 0 100

Practising Christians (13%) . Non practising Christians (28%) . Don’t believe in God (18%)
. Self identified as active Christians (21)%) . Other religions (8%) . Not sure (33%)

‘Practising Christians’ are defined as those who identify as Christian, say they attend Church at least
once a month, pray at least once a week and read / listen the Bible at least once a week.

‘Church’ was not defined in the original question and so may include church services undertaken in
schools, as well as informal services interpreted by young people as ‘going to church’.

Q5. Are you religious? Base: all respondent (n=2000). All Christians (831), Non-Christians (1,169); Active Christians (262). 4
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’3 0 of all 11-18 year olds 2’0/
are practicing Christians with 0
of all 11-18.year olds self identifying as

active followers of Jesus

Almost unbelievable!
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However the

Gen Z"r’éfhinking Culture’ research

’9 (y found similar results with
0. ofiyoungipeople considering
themselves' afollower of Jesus
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PERCEPTIONS
OF JESUS




11-18

18+

o

Over half of English young people say Jesus was a real person

Jesus was aredl person who Jesus is a mythical or Don't
actudlly lived fictional character Kno

54% 27% 19%

18-34: 57% 35+: 62% 18-34: 25% 35+: 20% 18-34: 18% 35+: 18%

3¢ % of Young People believe in the resurrection

40 Don’t believe in the resurrection Don’t know

35 Don't believe in the resurrection Don’t know

90 100

Q11. How would you describe Jesus? All respondents (2000).
Q14. At Easter, Christians around the world celebrate Jesus rising from the dead. This story is known as ‘The Resurrection’. Which, if any, of the following statements best reflects how you
understand this? Base: all respondents (n=2000)
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God in human

form who lived

among people
in the 1st
century

A normal
human
being but
not God

A prophet or
spiritual
leader but
not God

127 of English young people say
Jesus was a real peraon but not God

21(%

29
28%

35+
2 4 6 8| 10| 12| 14| 16| 18| 20| 22| 24| 26| 28| 30

Q11. Would you describe Jesus as...? Young people who describe Jesus as a real person who actually lived, or say that they don’t know how they would describe him (1466)

30%
30%
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NON
CHRISTIANS’

PERCEPTIONS
OF '
CHRISTIANS



45% of all young people do not
know an active Christian

55% of young people in
England say that they
personally know an active
Christian — someone who
follows Jesus, with two in '

five (38%) saying they do

| not. Just fewer than one in

ten (7%) say they don’t
know.

. Know an active Christian 55%)

. Do not know an active Christian (38%)

Don’t know (7%)

Q13. Do you personally know anyone who is an active Christian who follows Jesus — i.e. this means they could go to church regularly?
Base; all non-Christians (1169)
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Christians are well thought of, most popularly being
described as friendly, caring, fun and generous.

Friendly

Caring

Fun

38%

o Generous
o
(4]
+

) 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 20 25 60 65

Q13. Thinking about the first active Christian you thought of, how would you describe your relationship with this person? 11
Base: all non-Christians who know an active Christian (n=647)



NON
CHRISTIANS’
EXPERIENCES
OF
EVANGELISM



Similar proportions of adulls and young people feel sad they do
not share our faith

felt sad that | di d (
Not share their fdth

fell rw oy 1h ul_\
not share thelr {

Of the 57% of English non-Christian adults who had a
conversation with a christian about their faith:

Of the 49% of English non-Christian young people who had a

conversation with a christian about their faith:
137 ‘
felt sad that | dd E
NOT share ther faith
BLENCNCD G
Q24. Please see below a number of pairs of statements. Thinking about when you had a conversation with this persona about their faith, which of the statements do you agree with more?13

fell happy that 1 dic
nof shar-e thelr falth
Base: all non-Christians who have ever had a conversation with any active Christian about their faith in Jesus (b=466)




7t least 1 in 6 young people wanted to know more aboul Jesus or
were inlerested in a apiritual experience
Young people aged 11-18_,

Opzn/ interested to an experienca or enccunter with Jesus

Fzl: closar to the person in question | 26%
Felt comfortable

Did nct want to know more abcut Jesus Christ

Naot open/ irterested to an experiance or encounter with Jasus
Felt less close to the persor in question | 21%

Felt uncomforiable

O S 10 15 20 23035 AY A o0 ST oey oS

English adults

‘WVanted to know mere about Jesus Chnst

Opzn/ interested to an experienca or enccunter with Jesus
F2l: closzr to the person in question
Felt comfortable

Did nct want to know more abcut Jesus Christ
Not open/ irterested to an experiance or encounter with Jasus

Felt less close to the persor in question

Felt uncomforiable
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14
Q24. Please see above a number of pairs of statements. Thinking about when you had a conversation with this persona about their faith, which of the statements do you agree with more?
Base: all non-Christians who have ever had a conversation with any active Christian about their faith in Jesus (b=466)



CHRISTIANS’
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12% of young practising Christians do not feel
comfortable talking aboul faith

SAcAE SaGASASAG

25/ 27 27

feel comfortable feel comf‘or‘Toble dont feel dont
al the tine sometimes comforiable know

I in 4 young pecple admit they are afraid of causing offence all or
moal of the time

0000000000

' ofraid somenmps afrad don"r feel wm
fending of offending afraid of KNnow
e people offending people

Q24: Thinking about talking to people who are not Christians about Jesus, to what extent, if at all, do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements? Base: Active Christians (b=262)
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43% of young people think that most, if not all of the time, others
would be better than them al talking to non christians aboul Jesus,

e aeeeee

4/ YA

[ >

sthers at Pomehmcr athers others don't
t Takirc about at Taking abou ¢l Taking aboul
Josus tfanm Jesus than me Jesus thanme

29% of young people do not know how to talk to non-
Christian about Jesus, most or all of the time

0000000

27 377 35/

never kKnow sometimes | | kKnow how r w 1]
how 1o Tall dont know how 1o TO Tdlk about muw
about Jeu talkk about Jesus Jesus

Q24: Thinking about talking to people who are not Christians about Jesus, to what extent, if at all, do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?

Active Christians (b=262) 17



CHRISTIAN
FAITH
JOURNEY




When asked which two or three reasons were moal importand in bringing
praclicing young people to faith, family was the biggest influencer

m \Q 333

o VA 21/, 57

' . . ; Sty Going To a reguiar
grr;oy/%ng (i‘p ln.lo Reading e _Goingtoa  SR0G R erce
ristian family

religious school (nol a wedding
)

funerdal, christening etfc)
i VA |37

id

| VA 107,

A spiritual Visiling o A church Conversalion(s) Going ftoachurch
experience church buiding based youth  with Christia(s) wedding. funeral
service you knew well  Christening Eaptism
or: Confirmation

Q32. When you think about the reasons you became a Christian which two or three of the following, if any, were most important for you?
Active Christians (b=262)
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A PArTicudr ife A fath QCTIVITY IN Dreams or A youlh or
An experience event, whether school (hcludng i children's activity
of Jesus A ) VISIONS
podlive o negelive  agssermplies, prayer (e.g. Drop-n,
space etc) Hormework ciub)
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57 3/ 3/

A youthor A holiday School Christian A schoos Conversation(s) with
children's camp/ club Union based mission Christian(s) you
event/festiva did not know well

2=

2k

26 27

.
Going To a Christianity Hristian media Specific Christians Newer forms 27.
course like SOC ’1,1 mec :'I. on <ocial meadic of Chfl\! ch S(leh (?S other
youth Alpha or DOOKS, WeDSsIes, eTl (eg Twitter. mgssy qu;rcn:
Christianity Explored Facebook. ete) Skate Church

Q32. When you think about the reasons you became a Christian which two or three of the following, if any, were most important for you?

Active Christians (b=262) 20



Over half of non Christian young pecple feel comfortable being

talked to about faith
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Q19. Would you be comfortable or uncomfortable if a Christian you knew well? Base: All Non-Christians (b=1169)
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