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Low Maintenance and Drought Tolerant Ground Cover for Parsonage Gardens
_________________________________________________________

The permanent planting of low maintenance ground cover is encouraged for two reasons. First, clergy and their families may be reluctant to commit a great deal of effort to maintaining their gardens when faced with many other demands on their time and energy. Secondly, the perceived change in our climate arising from global warming points to the need to conserve water where possible and the planting of reasonably drought tolerant plants and shrubs is one way in which the Church can lead by example.

Diocesan Parsonages Boards, their professional advisers and the clergy themselves should therefore take these considerations into account whenever the opportunity arises to design and/or stock the gardens of clergy houses. The choice of suitable plants is likely to depend on a number of factors (including the nature and location of the site) and we recommend that the advice of local garden centres and/or nurseries is obtained in each case.

Ground cover is the term given to plants that quickly and effectively cover the ground and thereby reduce the need to weed.

What makes a good ground cover plant?

· First, the plants need to form a thick enough leaf canopy to prevent weeds from becoming established.

· Secondly, the plants should require the minimum of maintenance, pruning, spraying etc.

· Thirdly, the plants should be perennial, preferably evergreen and suitable for the area in which they are to be grown.

· Lastly, and ideally, the plants should establish quickly, covering the desired area within one or two seasons, but not be too rampant and invasive.

When it comes to planting, normal planting techniques should be followed. However, extra attention must be paid to the removal of perennial weeds as their removal at a later date may be difficult.

Below is a list of some of the more common and reasonably drought tolerant ground cover plants, both evergreen and deciduous:
	EVERGREEN GROUND COVER - DROUGHT TOLERANT 

	Plant Name
	 Maximum Height (cm)
	No. of Plants

Per m2
	 Flower Colour
	Flowering Season
	 Shade Tolerance
	Chalk

Tolerant?

	Alyssum Saxatile 

(Gold Dust, Rock Madwort)
	20
	 7
	 Golden-

Yellow
	 Spring 
	 Low
	Yes

	Anthemis Nobilis 

(Common Chamomile)
	5
	 7
	White
	 Summer
	Low
	 Yes

	Arabis 

(Rock Cress)
	10
	9
	White/

Red
	 Spring/ Summer
	Low
	 Yes

	Cerastium Tomentosum 

(Snow-in-Summer)
	15
	 6
	White
	 Spring/

Summer
	 Low
	Yes

	Cistus Spp. 

(Rock Rose, Sun Rose)
	45-90
	2
	White

Pink
	 Spring/

Summer
	 Low
	Yes

	Cotoneaster 

(low growing varieties)


	10-130
	 2
	White 

Pink (Red berries)
	 Spring
	 Medium
	Yes

	Epimedium Spp. 

(Barrenwort, Bishop's Hat)
	20-25
	10
	White

Pink
	 Spring/

Summer
	 Low
	Yes

	Erica Carnea 

(Heath, Heather)
	20-35
	 5
	White

Pink
	 Late Winter
	 Medium
	 Yes

	Euonymus Fortunei 

(Spindle Tree)
	60
	3
	White

(Red fruit)
	 Spring
	Medium
	 Yes

	Euphorbia Spp. 

(Spurge)
	10-60
	4
	Yellow

Green
	 Spring/ 

Summer
	 Medium
	 Yes

	Hedera Spp. 

(Ivy)
	15-20
	 1
	 Greenish -

Yellow
	 Autumn
	 High
	Yes

	Helianthemum Spp. 

(Sun Rose)
	15-25
	 6
	Yellow

Cream, Pink
	 Summer
	Low
	 Yes

	Hypericum Calycinum

(St John's Wort)
	20-30
	 5
	Yellow
	 Summer
	 High
	Yes

	Iberis Sempervirens

(Candytuft)
	20-30
	6
	White
	 Spring/

Summer
	 Low
	Yes

	Juniperus Spp. 

[Horizontalis, Media] (Juniper)
	15-60
	 1-3
	None

(foliage only)
	 Medium
	 Yes

	Lamium Maculatum 

(Dead Nettle)
	10-15
	5
	White

Pink, Purple
	 Spring
	 High
	Yes

	Nepeta Mussinii 

(Catmint)
	20-30
	3
	 Lavender

Mauve
	 Summer
	Low
	 Yes

	Phlomis Fruticosa

(Jerusalem Sage)
	75-90
	2
	Yellow
	 Summer
	 Low
	Yes

	Prunus Lauro 'Otto Luyken'

(Cherry Laurel)
	90
	1
	White
	 Spring/

Autumn


	 High
	Yes

	Saxifraga Spp. 

(Saxifrage)


	7-10
	 9
	Pink

White Yellow


	 Spring/

Summer
	 Low
	Yes


	EVERGREEN GROUND COVER – DROUGHT TOLERANT  CONTINUED

	Plant Name
	 Maximum Height (cm)
	No. of Plants

Per m2
	 Flower Colour
	Flowering Season
	 Shade Tolerance
	 Chalk 

Tolerant?

	Sedum Spp. 

(Stonecrop)
	 7-10
	9
	 Pink

White

Yellow


	Spring/

Summer
	 Low
	Yes

	Senecio 'Sunshine'
	90
	 1
	Yellow
	 Summer
	 Low 
	Yes

	Stachys Lanata 

(Lamb's Ears)
	7-10
	 5.
	Purple
	 Summer
	Low 
	Yes

	Thymus Serphyllum

(Thyme)


	5
	 9
	Magenta

Pink, White

Purple
	 Summer
	Low
	 Yes

	Vinca Spp. (Periwinkle)


	10-20
	 4
	Blue

White

Purple
	 Spring/

Autumn
	 High
	Yes

	

	DECIDUOUS GROUND COVER - DROUGHT TOLERANT

	Plant Name
	 Maximum Height (cm)
	No. of Plants

per m2
	 Flower Colour
	Flowering Season
	 Shade Tolerance
	 Chalk 

Tolerant?

	Alchemilla Mollis 

(Lady's Mantle)
	15-20
	 5
	Yellow
	 Summer
	 Medium
	Yes

	Cytisus x Kewensis 

(Broom)
	 30
	 3
	Cream
	 Spring/

Summer
	 Low 
	Yes



	Geranium Spp. [Macrorrhizum/Wargrave Pink etc] (Cranesbill)
	15-30
	 5
	Red, Pink

Purple

Blue
	 Summer
	 Medium 
	Yes

	Origanum Vulgare

(Common Marjoram)
	15
	 9
	Purple
	 Summer/ 

Autumn
	 Low
	Yes

	Polygonum Affine

(Knotweed)
	5-10
	 9
	Red
	 Summer/ 

Autumn
	 Medium
	 Yes

	Symphytum Spp. 

(Comfrey)
	15
	 9
	Blue, White

Yellow
	 Summer
	 High
	Yes



	Some common ground cover plants that are not generally regarded as being drought tolerant include the following:


	EVERGREEN GROUND COVER – NOT DROUGHT TOLERANT

	Plant Name
	 Maximum Height (cm)
	No. of Plants

per m2
	 Flower Colour
	Flowering Season
	 Shade Tolerance
	 Chalk 

Tolerant?

	Ajuga Reptan (Bugle)
	10
	 7
	Deep Blue
	 Spring
	Medium
	 Yes

	Bergenia (Megasea, Elephant's Ears)


	30
	 5
	White, Red

Pink, Purple
	 Spring
	 Medium
	Yes

	Calluna Vulgaris (Heather, Ling)


	15-45
	 7
	White, Red

Pink, Purple
	 Summer/ 

Autumn
	 Medium
	No

	EVERGREEN GROUND COVER – NOT DROUGHT TOLERANT CONTINUED

	Plant Name
	 Maximum Height (cm)
	No. of Plants

per m2
	 Flower Colour
	Flowering Season
	 Shade Tolerance
	 Chalk 

Tolerant?

	Gaultheria Procumbens (Checker Berry, Winter-Green)
	15
	 6
	White
	 Summer
	 High
	No

	Helleborus Spp. (Hellebore)


	40-50
	 3
	White

Green

Purple

Pink
	 Winter/ 

Spring
	 High
	Yes

	Lonicera Pileata (Honeysuckle)


	45
	 2
	Yellow

Purple

Cream

Red
	 Summer/ 

Autumn
	 High
	Yes

	Pachysandra Terminalis


	7-10
	 9
	White
	 Spring
	High
	 Yes

	Pulmonaria Spp. (Lungwort)


	15
	 9
	Pink

Purple

Blue
	 Spring
	High
	 Yes

	Waldsteinia Ternata


	7-10
	 9
	Yellow
	 Spring /

Summer
	 High
	Yes

	

	DECIDUOUS GROUND COVER – NOT DROUGHT TOLERANT

	Plant Name
	 Maximum Height (cm)
	No. of Plants

per m2
	 Flower Colour
	Flowering Season
	 Shade Tolerance
	 Chalk 

Tolerant?

	Acaena Spp. (New Zealand Burr)


	7-10
	 5
	N/A
	N/A
	 Low
	Yes

	Acanthus (Bear's Breeches)
	 90
	1 
	 White

Purple


	Summer 
	 High
	Yes

	Brunnera Macrophylla (Anchusa)


	30
	 4
	Blue
	 Spring
	High
	 Yes

	Ceratostigma Spp. (Hardy Pumbago, Leadwort)
	 30
	6
	 Blue
	 Summer/

Autumn


	Low
	Yes

	Clematis Spp. (Herbacious Clematis)


	60
	 1
	Blue
	 Summer
	 Medium
	Yes

	Cornus Canadensis

(Creeping Dogwood)
	10-15
	 6
	White
	 Spring
	 Medium
	No

	Geum x Borisii 

(Avens)
	 15-20
	9
	 Scarlet

Yellow

Orange


	 Summer
	 Medium
	Yes

	DECIDUOUS GROUND COVER – NOT DROUGHT TOLERANT CONTINUED

	Plant Name
	 Maximum Height (cm)
	No. of Plants

per m2
	 Flower Colour
	Flowering Season
	 Shade Tolerance
	 Chalk 

Tolerant?

	Hosta Spp. 

(Funkia; Plantain Lily)
	20-45
	 4
	White 

Purple


	Spring
	 High
	Yes

	Phlox Spp. 

[Subulata, Douglasii]


	5-10
	 9
	White, Pink Lilac, Red
	 Summer
	 Med-Low
	Yes

	Potentilla Fruiticosa 

(Shrubby Cinquefoil)
	30-75
	 2
	Red
	 Spring/

Summer
	 Medium
	 Yes

	Roses (Ask for advice)


	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Stephanandra Incisa 'Crispa'


	45-60
	 1
	 Greenish-

White
	 Summer
	Low
	 Yes
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