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GENERAL SYNOD

Joint Covenant Monitoring and Advocacy Group

1.  The Methodist Conference (in July 2014) and the General Synod (in November 2014)
approved the three main recommendations of the final report of the Joint
Implementation Commission, ‘The Challenge of the Covenant’,! namely:

a.  that the Faith and Order Commission of the Church of England and the Faith and
Order Committee of the Methodist Church work together to bring forward
proposals for:

i.  the Methodist Church to consider afresh expressing the Conference’s ministry
of oversight in a personal form of connexional, episcopal ministry and the
Church of England to recognise that ministry in the Methodist Church as a
sign of continuity in faith, worship and mission in a church that is in the
apostolic succession;

ii.  the Church of England and the Methodist Church to address the question of
reconciling, with integrity, the existing presbyteral and diaconal ministries of
our two churches, which would lead to the interchangeability of ministries.

b.  That our churches at local and regional level, supported and advised by the
Methodist Anglican Panel for Unity in Mission, give priority to making full use of
what is already possible for them to do together, and especially to plan together for
mission and worship, deployment of ministry and the use of resources.

c.  ThataJoint Covenant Advocacy and Monitoring Group, co-chaired by a President
or Vice-President of the Methodist Conference and a Diocesan Bishop and
including two other Methodist and two other Anglican members should be
established, with access to the key policy making bodies of our churches, to replace
the Joint Implementation Commission in the next quingennium. This body will
monitor progress of faith and order conversations and other on-going work under
the Covenant and advocate new initiatives; facilitate communication of Anglican—
Methodist developments in England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland; and report
annually to the General Synod and Methodist Conference.

2.  The Methodist Church’s Faith and Order Committee and the Church of England’s Faith
and Order Commission held a joint meeting in March and considered the tasks that

! “The Challenge of the Covenant: Uniting in Mission and Holiness’ in the Conference Agenda (2014), pp 124-
145 (www.methodist.org.uk/downloads/conf-2014-21-challenge-covenant-uniting-mission-holiness.pdf) and GS
1971 (www.churchofengland.org/media/2101244/95%201971%20-%20the%20anglican-
methodist%20covenant%20report%20from%20the%20joint%20implementation%20commission.pdf).
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have been given to them. Each body has appointed members of a Joint Sub-Group to
carry forward the work. Terms of reference and a provisional timetable for the work
have been agreed by the two Faith and Order Bodies.

In March, the Methodist-Anglican Panel for Unity in Mission held its regular
residential meeting and continued its review of its priorities and methods of working in
the light of the second of the above recommendations. In January the Panel circulated a
hand book, called Being Real, summarising the resources available for developing joint
mission under the Covenant to Dioceses, Districts and Circuits.

In March and April, the Methodist Council and the Appointments Committee of the
General Synod appointed the Co-Chairs and members of the Joint Covenant Advocacy
and Monitoring Group as follows:

Co-Chairs: The Rt Revd Paul Bayes (Bishop of Liverpool)
Mr David Walton (Vice-President of the Conference
2008-09)

Church of England Members: The Revd Robert Cotton
Mrs Margaret Swinson

Methodist Members: The Revd David Gamble
The Revd Michaela Youngson

The co-secretaries are the Revd Dr Roger Paul (National Ecumenical Officer, Council
for Christian Unity) and the Revd Neil Stubbens (Connexional Ecumenical Officer).

Preparations are in hand for the Group’s first meeting and terms of reference are in the
process of being agreed.
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