
The process by which a Measure becomes law 

 

A Measure can come into force as a whole or different sections of it can come into force on 
different dates.  The designated date (or dates) can be that of Royal Assent and/or a later date (or 

dates) appointed by a joint instrument of the Archbishops. 

Measure committed 

to Legislative 

Committee 

Draft Report of the 

Ecclesiastical 

Committee delivered 

to the Legislative 

Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Draft Measure introduced on 

instruction of the Archbishops’ 

Council or Business Committee 

First Consideration by the General 

Synod – general discussion of the 

Measure 

Steering Committee 

appointed for draft Measure 

Revision Committee considers the 

draft Measure clause by clause and 

decides what amendments, if any, 

to make – Synod members may 

attend and speak to amendments 

Synod members may 

propose amendments 

Revision in Full Synod – the Synod 

debates the Revision Committee’s 

report, and considers the draft 

Measure clause by clause, at which 

stage amendments can be proposed 

by Synod members 

Steering Committee reports 

to the General Synod 

Steering Committee decides 

whether to propose ‘drafting’ or 

‘special amendments’ 

Amended draft Measure 

committed to Steering 

Committee 

Final Drafting – any special 

amendments debated by the 

General Synod 

Revision Committee reports 

to Synod  

Final Approval – after a debate, the 

Synod votes by Houses on the draft 

Measure 

Legislative Committee submits 

Measure and its Comments and 

Explanations to Ecclesiastical 

Committee of Parliament 

Ecclesiastical Committee of 

Parliament considers whether or 

not the Measure is ‘expedient’ 

The Legislative Committee decides 

whether or not the Measure and the 

Ecclesiastical Committee Report 

should be laid before Parliament 

Measure can be 

introduced first in 

either House 

House of 

Commons – 

Measure 

introduced by 

the Second 

Commissioner  

House of 

Lords – 

Measure 

introduced by 

a Bishop 

ROYAL ASSENT 

Approved by both 

Houses of 

Parliament 



The process by which a Canon becomes law 

 
 

Draft Canon introduced on the 

instructions of the Archbishops’ 

Council or Business Committee 

Steering Committee 

appointed for draft Canon 

Synodical procedures from First 

Consideration through to Final 

Approval the same as for a draft 

Measure 

ROYAL ASSENT AND LICENCE 

General Synod resolves that the 

Canon should be MADE, 

PROMULGED AND EXECUTED 

General Synod petitions the 

Sovereign for the Royal Assent 

and Licence to Make, Promulge 

and Execute the Canon 

The making, promulgation and execution of a Canon is proclaimed in diocesan synods. 


