
 

 

Sunday 7 July 2013 

8.30 p.m. to 10.00 p.m. 

 

 ORDER PAPER IV  

  

 WELFARE REFORM AND THE CHURCH (GS 1897) 

 Mr Philip Fletcher (ex officio) (Chair of the Mission and 
Public Affairs Council) to move: 

15 ‘That this Synod, recognising that in times of austerity hard 
choices must be made between competing priorities, and 
acknowledging that reform of welfare systems is essential: 

 (a) affirm the need for a renewed settlement between the 
state, the churches and civil society in pursuit of social 
solidarity and the common good; 

 (b) call for close attention to the impact of welfare cuts on 
the most vulnerable, and for support for those not in a 
position to support themselves; 

 (c) decry the misleading characterisation of all welfare 
recipients as ‘scroungers’; and 

 (d) commend those across the churches who are working 
to support those most in need.’ 

 Mr Sam Margrave (Coventry) to move as an amendment: 

35 ‘Leave out everything after “That this Synod” and insert       
“, concerned at planned Government reforms to the welfare 
system and the impact on the nation’s poorest people, and 
believing that the cuts agenda is ideological rather than 
based on a sound financial will to reduce the deficit, 
believing instead that the necessary funding could be found 
if companies paid their moral share of taxation, call upon 
Her Majesty’s Government to: 

 (a) rethink its approach to cutting welfare and public 
services as a way of reducing national debt by taxing 



corporations not individuals; 

 (b) acknowledge that in a civilised society there is no such 
thing as the “undeserving poor”; 

 (c) give attention to the impact of welfare cuts on the most 
vulnerable, and support those not in a position to 
support themselves; 

 (d) decry the misleading characterisation of welfare 
recipients as “scroungers”; 

 (e) commend those across the churches who are working 
to support those most in need; 

 (f) affirm the Christian value of work; and 

 (g) focus on job creation, 

 and invite the Archbishops’ Council to: 

 (i) investigate how Church investments might be used to 
help create jobs for the poorest in England; 

 (ii) document and publish online evidence collected 
nationally of the impact of cuts in parishes and 
communities by calling for submissions from Christians 
across the UK; 

 (iii) research and propose alternative policies to ensure 
that the State continues to help the poor in the way 
they need; 

 (iv) hold a national campaign of prayer for those affected 
by welfare cuts; 

 (v) recognise that the gap between rich and poor in the 
UK is at its widest since records began; and 

 (vi) support CPAGs petition calling for a national debate on 
narrowing the gap through action to share ownership 
and wealth in a co-operative way.”.’ 

 If item 35 is not carried: 

 The Bishop of St Albans (The Rt Revd Alan Smith) to move 
as an amendment: 

36 ‘After paragraph (a) insert as a new paragraph – 



 “(-) invite the MPA Council to consider how the Church of 
England can better contribute to this new settlement, 
making recommendations to the General Synod by 
July 2014;”.’ 

 If item 35 is not carried: 

 The Bishop of Burnley (The Rt Revd John Goddard) to move 
as an amendment: 

37 ‘After paragraph (a) insert as a new paragraph – 

 “(-) encourage Her Majesty’s Government to found such 
reform on the principle of a bias towards the poor;”.’ 

 If item 35 is not carried: 

 Mr Gavin Oldham (Oxford) to move as an amendment: 

38 Leave out paragraph (b) and insert – 

 “(-) call on politicians to pay close attention to the impact 
of welfare cuts on the most vulnerable, and call for 
support for those not in a position to support 
themselves and, in doing so, to consider whether the 
ring-fenced provision of universal benefits may be 
becoming the enemy of targeted benefits;”.’ 

  

 


