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Agenda for November 2013 General Synod

The General Synod of the Church of England meets in London in November for a three day
meeting from 1.45 pm on Monday 18™ November until 5.30 pm on Wednesday 20™ November.

The agenda for the meeting is published today with the progression of legislation for enabling
Women to become Bishops predominating. During its meeting Synod will consider the package
of proposals drawn up by the Steering Committee for the draft legislation on women in the
episcopate. There will also be debates on Evangelism and Church Schools.

Synod’s first debate on Monday will be on Intentional Evangelism, with the Archbishop of York
proposing a motion reflecting the Church’s priority of evangelism and making of new disciples.
The motion seeks to establish a new Task group on Evangelism with its first priority being a new
call to prayer in June 2014.

On Monday evening the Bishop of Rochester will give a presentation of its proposals to admit
women to the episcopate to aid discussion in small groups on the morning of Tuesday 19"
November. This group work follows on from the generally well-received group work which
took place at the July 2013 General Synod. There will then be two debates on Women in the
Episcopate on Wednesday 20" November. In the morning there will be a debate on the Steering
Committee’s Report which describes the package of proposals that the Committee has prepared
in accordance with the mandate set by the Synod in July and includes the first draft of a House of
Bishops declaration and a disputes resolution procedure. The Synod will be invited to welcome
the proposals and the five guiding principles, already agreed by the House of Bishops, which
underpin them.

Then before lunch Synod will move on to give first consideration to the draft Measure and draft
Amending Canon prepared by the Committee. The Chair of the Steering Committee will move
that the legislation should be committed for revision in full Synod without a prior Revision
Committee Stage. The expectation is that the Revision Stage would be held in February.

On Monday afternoon, there will be a debate on Intentional Evangelism. The motion being
debated supports the formation of an Archbishops’ Task Group on Evangelism. The debate is
co-sponsored by the House of Bishops and the Archbishops’ Council.

On Tuesday afternoon there will be a Presidential Address by the Archbishop of York. This
will be followed by a debate on a report from the Board of Education on the progress made in



implementing the recommendations of the 2012 Chadwick Report on ‘The Church School of
the Future’. The Bishop of Oxford, as Chair of the National Society and the Board of
Education will present the progress report and invite Synod to endorse the next phase of the
implementation process.

Other items of business on the synod’s agenda include the system for elections to the House of
Laity and a debate on a Diocesan Synod Motion from London Diocese on the Review of the
Workings of the General Synod which will look at the frequency and length of groups of
sessions, the ways in which debate takes place and decisions are made and ‘whether...the
current synodical framework and representative structures are still fit for purpose.’

Contingency business takes the form of two related Diocesan Synod Motions from Bradford and
Wakefield. The Bradford Diocesan Synod calls on the Archbishops’ council ‘to introduce
legislation to enable dioceses of the Church of England to be named by reference either to a city
or substantial town or to a geographical area.” The Wakefield Diocesan Synod Motion on The
Nature and Structure of the Church of England asks the House of Bishops to facilitate a
debate about the organisational shape of the Church.

Finally, the Synod will be considering several other pieces of legislation in addition to that
relating to women in the episcopate, including a draft Measure intended to take further the
reform of the faculty jurisdiction which was begun in July.

ENDS

The full agenda can be viewed online here: http://churchofengland.org/about-
us/structure/general-synod/agendas-and-papers/november-2013-group-of-sessions.aspx
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