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Online video is helping the Church reach new audiences

1:5 watching the Church 
of England weekly 

services go to church 
irregularly or not at all

1:3 viewers are under the 
age of 34

77 million page views on 
ACNY in 2020 as people 

search for a local 
worshipping community

Stats from the weekly survey and Facebook / YouTube analytics

1:4 UK adult have 
watched a religious 

service in Lockdown
(Tearfund, May 2020)



Where

YouTube and Vimeo

External and internal audiences
Embed video on your website
Easy to share and discover live 

content

Facebook, Instagram, Twitter

External and internal audiences
Easy to share video

Easy to discover live content

Zoom

Internal audiences, invite only
Can’t be shared as easily

Audience interaction is much 
easier

Choose the right platform for you

• Use a platform that you community use often, or are able to adapt to quickly

• A small group may prefer Zoom where it’s more private and easier to directly interact

• A Carol service could be broadcast on a social media platform



Livestream set up

Streaming 
software

OBS
StreamYard

StageTen
Zoom

Facebook

YouTube

Embed on 
website

Download and edit 
into shorter clips

or

Zoom
Video 
mixer
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Licences for live-streaming music

Zoom

Public events:
PRS limited online 

music licence

Private gatherings:
No licence required

i.e prayer meeting, small 
group

Website

Video directly uploaded 
to the website:

PRS limited online 
music licence

Embedding video from 
YouTube: Licence 

required such as per 
social media

Social media

Streaming to Facebook, 
Twitter, YouTube or 

Instagram:
Licence required such as 
CCLI streaming licence 

or One Licence

Music from the 
Resource Hub

CCLI streaming licence 
and credit as per the 

agreement on the 
Resource Hub



Discover the free resources for churches

Churchofengland.org/DigitalLabs

Blogs       Webinars       Newsletter       Conference
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