
 

General introduction 

Over recent years, many of us have become increasingly aware of the climate crisis and the urgent need to reduce our 
carbon footprint. In February 2020, Church of England General Synod recognised this crisis and called on all parts of 
�W�K�H���&�K�X�U�F�K���W�R���S�O�D�Q���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���¶�Q�H�W���]�H�U�R���F�D�U�E�R�Q�·���E�\������������ 

Quinquennial inspectors have a pivotal role to play in advising church communities. Through the quinquennial 
inspection (QI) programme every church receives a QI Report, and we are also heavily involved in major change 
projects. We are therefore very well placed to guide and encourage church communities to make their buildings more 
sustainable while not compromising their heritage integrity. This guidance aims to encourage and equip inspectors to 
be sustainability champions. 

�7�K�L�V���Q�R�W�H���L�V���L�Q�W�H�Q�G�H�G���I�R�U���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O�V�����,�W���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���D�S�S�U�R�Y�H�G���M�R�L�Q�W�O�\���E�\���W�K�H���&�K�X�U�F�K���R�I���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G�·�V���&�K�X�U�F�K��
Buildings Council and the committee of the Ecclesiastical Architects and Surveyors Association, to capture and share 
best practice on environmental sustainability. It has been produced by a working group comprising EASA members, 
�U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���&�K�X�U�F�K���R�I���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G�·�V���&�D�W�K�H�G�U�D�O���D�Q�G���&�K�X�U�F�K���%�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�V���'�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�����&�&�%�����D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U�V�����D���O�L�V�W���R�I��
working group members can be found on the EASA webpage.  

Your attention is drawn to the sister document on Church Project work, and both should be read in conjunction with 
�W�K�H���&�&�%�·�V��Practical Path to Net Zero Carbon (PPNZC) document which provides a helpful guidance framework for 
churches. While this document in places refers to Church of England documents and terminology (PCC, faculty, etc.), 
it is hoped it will be of benefit across all denominations 

 

Introduction�³ Quinquennial inspections 

�$�V���S�D�U�W���R�I���D�Q���L�Q�V�S�H�F�W�R�U�·�V���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���U�R�O�H���L�Q���D�V�V�H�V�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���P�D�L�Q�W�H�Q�D�Q�F�H���S�U�L�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���I�R�U���F�K�X�U�F�K���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�V�����D��
quinquennial inspection also presents a key opportunity to support churches to reduce their carbon footprint. We are 
the only professionals who visit and guide every single church. Between now and the 2030 target, inspectors will visit 
every church twice. 
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