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Background and the process for applying for Church 
Commissioners’ grants 
 
1. Church Commissioner grants to cathedrals to access specialist legal 
advice  
The Cathedrals Measure 2021 (the 2021 Measure) requires all cathedrals to adopt and implement 
new Constitutions and Statutes. The Church Commissioners have agreed to make grants to each 
cathedral to fund up to 30 hours of specialist legal advice to support that cathedral to prepare, draft 
and consult on new Constitutions and Statutes that comply with the provisions in the Cathedrals 
Measure 2021.  

Following a comprehensive tender process, four law firms have been appointed to a panel to provide 
up to 30 hours of advice to cathedrals wishing to apply for this grant. Cathedrals will be free to choose 
any one firm from the panel to provide them with up to 30 hours of legal advice concerning the 
preparation and drafting of and consultation on their new Constitution and Statutes.  

The four firms selected are: 

- Birketts LLP 

- Lupton Fawcett LLP 

- Winckworth Sherwood LLP  

- Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP 

Each of these law firms has provided details of their core team in this pack for cathedrals to contact. 
The four firms appointed have specialist charity law and ecclesiastical law practitioners, as well as 
experience in advising Church of England cathedrals.  

We know that for some cathedrals it is important to have legal advisers who are reasonably local and 
the firms on the panel have, between them, offices in most regions of the country.  

As the 2021 Measure requires the Church Commissioners to certify that the new Constitution and 
Statutes meet the requirements under the 2021 Measure, cathedrals may be required to share legal 
advice they receive from their legal advisers relating to the drafting of and consultation on their new 
Constitution and Statutes with the Church Commissioners.  

The Legal Office has provided training to the lawyers in each of the panel firms so that they have been 
made aware of the key issues that cathedrals are likely to wish to address as part of their adoption of 
their new Constitution and Statutes. It also means that the firms understand what is expected and 
how the adoption of new Constitutions and Statutes fits into the wider process under which cathedrals 
will be applying to register with the Charity Commission. 

Cathedrals should note that they are not obliged to instruct any of the four firms; cathedrals are free 
to get advice from other law firms. However, if a cathedral does instruct another law firm outside of 
the four panel firms for work on their Constitution and Statutes, they will not be eligible for the 
supporting grants from the Church Commissioners for specialist legal advice on that cathedral’s 
Constitution and Statutes.  
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2. Bespoke training for Chapters and senior leaders in cathedrals 
We are pleased to confirm that, in addition to being able to access 30 hours of legal advice paid for by 
Church Commissioner grant, cathedrals that instruct one of the panel firms will also be offered 
bespoke training for Chapter members and senior leaders on their new Constitution and Statutes and 
on charity trustee duties and responsibilities, free of charge.   

3. Additional Benefits available to cathedrals 
Three of the four firms on the panel are also offering specially reduced rates to cathedrals which 
instruct them for the 30 hours, should they need additional legal advice outside of the “core” legal 
advice in relation to the preparation and drafting of and consultation on their new Constitution and 
Statutes. Details of these additional benefits are set out below: 

 

Firm Rates Special conditions 

Birketts LLP Subject to the special 
conditions, a capped hourly 
rate of £240 plus VAT will 
apply.  

Should appropriate team 
members with lower hourly 
fees than £240 provide 
Additional Services to a 
cathedral, the lower hourly fee 
would be charged. 

 

These fee rates will be fixed 
until May 2023.  

Lupton Fawcett LLP Fees will be charged at the 
following hourly rates: 

Partner - £230 + VAT; 
Associates/Senior Associates - 
£200 + VAT;  
Solicitors/Senior Solicitors - 
£185 + VAT; 
Trainees/Paralegals - £120 + 
VAT;  
Registry Clerks – free of 
charge.  
 

The fee rates for the Additional 
Services will be fixed for a 
period of two years, starting on 
the date on which the 
cathedral signs a letter of 
engagement with the Law Firm. 

Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) 
LLP 

Fees will be charged at the 
following hourly rates: 

Partner - £220 + VAT;  
Senior Consultant/Legal 
Director - £220 + VAT;  
Managing Associate - £185 + 
VAT;  
Associate - £155 + VAT; 
Solicitor - £140 + VAT; 
Trainee/Paralegal - £80 + VAT. 

These fee rates will be fixed for 
a period of three years, starting 
on the date on which the 
cathedral signs a letter of 
engagement with the Law Firm. 
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4. How do we apply for the grant? 
- The Cathedral instructs the firm it has chosen and enters a retainer. The Cathedral must send 

a copy of the engagement letter and a copy of the retainer to both Nicola Elliott and Natasha 
Dyer (Nicola.Elliott@churchofengland.org and Natasha.Dyer@churchofengland.org) as soon 
as possible following agreement. 

- The Cathedral claims reimbursement of fees incurred from the Church Commissioners using 
the Legal Fees Grant Certification form which may be obtained from Nicola Elliott or Natasha 
Dyer. Those forms, along with a copy of each invoice that relates to “core” services and 
accompanying timesheets* should be sent to both Nicola Elliott and Natasha Dyer. 

- The Church Commissioners will aim to process claims within 10 working days. 

*Timesheets should be countersigned by an authorised cathedral representative, or with a statement 
of confirmation that work performed by the legal firm is on the Cathedral’s Constitution and Statutes. 

5. Who should we contact if we have any questions? 
If you have any questions on the information outlined above, please contact Peter Wilson 
(Peter.Wilson@churchofengland.org) or Natasha Dyer.  

 

mailto:Nicola.Elliott@churchofengland.org
mailto:Natasha.Dyer@churchofengland.org
mailto:Peter.Wilson@churchofengland.org


Introduction

We are delighted to be amongst the panel of firms selected by the Church Commissioners to advise cathedrals in 

respect of the new constitutional and governance requirements arising from the Cathedrals Measure 2021. We look 

forward to working with many of you in providing all the legal advice and support you need as you redraft your 

governing documents, undertake the consultation process and apply to register with the Charity Commission. We 

hope you will enjoy working with our approachable team, comprising experienced experts in ecclesiastical and 

charity law.

Birketts LLP: Legal advice and support  
under the new Cathedrals Measure 2021

Stuart Jones 
Legal Director
01603 756501
stuart-jones@birketts.co.uk

James Hall 
Solicitor
01473 406270
james-hall@birketts.co.uk

Frances Godden 
Senior Associate
01603 542700
frances-godden@birketts.co.uk

Liz Brownsell 
Partner
01473 406383
liz-brownsell@birketts.co.uk

Charities

Band 1
Legal 500 [UK 2021]

A firm overview

Birketts LLP is a multi-award-winning top 100 UK law firm. We offer a full service to over 10,000 clients across the UK and around 

the world, operating in over 20 industry sectors. We currently have five offices throughout England: Ipswich, Cambridge, Norwich, 

Chelmsford and London, but often travel beyond these areas and attend our clients virtually to offer a seamless service.

Our specialist dedicated Ecclesiastical and Charities teams are amongst the country’s finest. We are the leading firm in East Anglia 

and, now with a London presence, are establishing our foothold even further. Our growing team offers advice on all aspects of the law of 

the Church of England to clergy, laity, church officers, parishes, dioceses, as well as to bishops and cathedral deans and chapters in this 

increasingly complex area.

We offer excellent value for money, keeping to deadlines and budgets. We are reliable, proactive, and responsive, and pride ourselves in 

building strong and long lasting relationships with our clients. Getting to know you, your requirements and priorities, is of paramount 

importance to us.

Your team  

Frances Godden leads our cathedrals team, supported ably by fellow 

ecclesiastical law practitioners Stuart Jones and James Hall, and Head of 

Charities Liz Brownsell. Our team’s background and experience delivers 

advice that is not only technically excellent but, above all, practical. More 

information about each can be viewed on the firm’s website by following the 

hyperlinks above. 

Frances joined Birketts’ Norwich office in 2019, having previously been 

Deputy Diocesan Secretary and DAC and Pastoral Secretary for the Diocese 

of Ely. Thanks to this in-house experience, she has a unique perspective of 

the working practices of the Church of England as well as its legal regime. 

Frances specialises in charity and ecclesiastical law, with a particular 

emphasis on governance and constitutional matters. She was one of the 

first female choristers at Lincoln Cathedral, is a founding member of the 

ACE Projects Support panel, and is strongly committed to the flourishing 

of cathedrals within the regulated charity sector. Frances understands the 

nature of cathedrals and their role in community, city, county and diocesan 

life, and encourages cathedrals to embrace this opportunity to put in place 

new structures, whilst maintaining their core purpose as places of mission 

and ministry, and invaluable community and heritage assets. 
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Our ecclesiastical and charity law offering

We understand that cathedral chapters, councils and senior staff will be anxious to ensure a smooth 

transition to their new constitutional and governance arrangements, to reflect the coming into force of the 

Cathedrals Measure 2021. We are fully versed in the background to the new Measure, and the circumstances, 

consultations and reviews which have given rise to it.

Expert advice

With three diocesan registries (London, Norwich and St Edmundsbury and Ipswich) operating from Birketts, 

we are responsible for providing general advice to clergy, parish officers, diocesan synods, boards of finance 

and bishop’s councils and sub-committees on their statutory roles, duties and responsibilities, as well as 

process, constitution and governance. Alongside this we provide a ‘full service’, advising on other legal issues 

including employment, data protection, safeguarding, property, commercial operations and charity law. 

Drafting and registration

We are very well placed to meet all of your immediate and longer-term requirements for legal advice. We 

have considerable expertise and experience advising on the formation and registration of new charities, and 

amending the constitutions and governing documents for existing charities of all kinds. We are well-versed 

in dealing with the Charity Commission, and hold an extremely strong record of delivering successful and 

workable outcomes for our charity clients, whilst promoting the highest standards of best practice and good 

governance for their best interests and the public benefit. We also enjoy a good working relationship with 

the Church Commissioners and their legal team. 

Training 

We provide frequent training to charity trustees and advise senior clergy, diocesan and parish staff and 

volunteers on their roles and duties under charity and ecclesiastical law, with an emphasis always on the 

expectations of the Charity Commission of charities established to advance religious purposes, and the 

duties and responsibilities of charity trustees in this respect. 

What we will do for you

We will provide you with:

• A single point of contact to manage your relationship throughout, supported by a wider team of legal 

advisers 

• Bespoke advice tailored to each cathedral’s circumstances and requirements regarding:

• content and drafting of the new constitution and statutes;

• process and consultations to bring them into effect;

• obtaining approval from the Church Commissioners; and 

• registration of the cathedral as a charity with the Charity Commission

• Management of this process and liaison between all parties 

• Free bespoke training for each cathedral chapter on their new governing documents once agreed, and 

the essential duties and responsibilities of charity trustees (in person or online)

• Access to regular written legal updates and relevant online training

• A capped hourly rate of £240 per hour plus VAT for additional work arising not covered by the Church 

Commissioners’ initial 30 hour funding

If you would like to discuss our offer before making your selection, please feel free to get in touch with 

Frances directly. We hope you will ask Birketts to assist you in this process, and look forward to working 

with you.

Free bespoke 
training

Single point of 
contact

Capped fees

>750
staff including 90 

Partners

5
offices in Ipswich, 

Norwich, Chelmsford, 
Cambridge & London

#60
The Lawyer Top 100

[UK 2021]

birketts.co.uk
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Cathedrals Measure 2021
Lupton Fawcett LLP

Introduction
We are delighted to have been appointed to the 
panel to provide legal support to cathedrals in 
implementing the Cathedrals Measure 2021.  
The implementation of the Measure will see 
a radical change in the way cathedrals are 
governed and regulated. Our aim is to provide 
you with the expert advice and quality service 
you need to navigate these changes and to 
embed the new governance arrangements at 
your cathedral.

With one of the largest specialist ecclesiastical and 
charities practices in the country, we believe we are well 
placed to provide the expert legal support you need. We 
also pride ourselves on providing a personalised and 
responsive service.  Every cathedral is different and we 
would be delighted to talk to you at an early stage in the 
process to discuss the opportunities and challenges you 
think you will face in implementing the Measure and 
putting new governance arrangements in place which 
reflect the nature and character of your cathedral.  We 
would also like to discuss with you how we can provide 
a service which meets your individual needs. 

Added Value
At Lupton Fawcett we are dedicated to providing 
added value for our clients.  If you decide to select 
us as your legal advisors we will provide you with 
an invitation to a bespoke training session on 
implementation of the Cathedrals Measure 2021 
which can either take place at one of our offices,  at 
your cathedral or online.  We will develop the scope of 
the training session with you, but it is likely to cover 
such matters as:

• the new constitution and statutes and how the 
governance structure differs from previous 
arrangements

• embedding a strong governance framework

• the Nominations, Finance and Audit Committees – 
function, membership and procedures

• understanding the new regulatory framework

• dealing with the Charity Commission as regulator

• meeting your reporting requirements under the 
Charities Act 2011

• discharging your duties and making decisions as 
charity trustees.

About Lupton Fawcett 
Lupton Fawcett is a full-service law firm with offices 
in Leeds, Sheffield and York.  The firm’s ecclesiastical 
and charities department is one the largest specialist 
practices in the country holding the registry of the 
Province of York as well as the registries of the Diocese 
of Leeds, the Diocese of York and the Diocese of Sodor 
and Man.  Our charities solicitors have particular 
expertise in advising charities on constitutional and 
governance matters as well as dealing with the Charity 
Commission as a regulator. We have a wealth of 
experience in advising ecclesiastical charities and trusts 
on charity law matters, counting amongst our clients 
cathedrals, diocesan boards of finance and boards of 
education, Parochial Church Councils, and a broad 
spectrum of faith-based charities connected to the 
Church of England.

The firm has a long tradition of advising cathedrals on 
a range of matters including amending constitutions 
and statues and providing general governance advice, 
preparing documentation for the appointment, collation 
and institution of canons, providing employment, data 
protection, subject access request and safeguarding 
advice (to name a few).  We also have experience of 
advising cathedrals facing financial difficulties and 
Louise Connacher recently advised on a cathedral 
Visitation. 

As well as providing advice on drafting the new 
constitution and statutes as panel solicitors, as a 
full service law firm, we are able to draw upon the 
expertise of solicitors from across the firm to provide 
you with additional support whether it be in taking the 
preparatory steps required to implement the Measure 
or adjusting to the new regulatory regime that will be in 
place once the Measure has been implemented.  To give 
a few examples, we can provide specialist support you in 
relation to: 
• charity and ecclesiastical property (delivered through 

our specialist ecclesiastical and charity property unit)
• employment
• data protection/GDPR
• safeguarding
• serious incident reporting
• fundraising and grant making 
• amalgamation of endowment funds and permanent 

endowment
• trading subsidiaries

• education advice in relation to choir schools

• registering charities at the Charity Commission.



Lupton Fawcett LLP is a limited liability partnership, registered in England and Wales, with partnership number OC316270. The registered office is at Yorkshire House, East Parade, Leeds, LS1 5BD 
where a list of the members of the LLP is available upon request together with a list of those non-members who are designated partners. Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority.
© Lupton Fawcett 2021

0333 230 1928 www.luptonfawcett.law https://www.linkedin.com/company/lupton-fawcetthttps://twitter.com/LF_Law

Peter Foskett  Head of Ecclesiastical and Charities Department
• Head of Ecclesiastical and Charities Department
• Registrar and Bishop’s Legal Secretary Diocese of Leeds
• Advises on complex clergy disciplinary and safeguarding matters
• Advocate for contested faculty cases.

d + 44 (0) 113 280 2102
e peter.foskett@luptonfawcett.law

Louise Connacher  Partner, Ecclesiastical
• Registrar and Bishop’s Legal Secretary for the diocese and province of York 

and Sodor and Man
• Member of the Legal Advisory Commission, the Clergy Disciplinary 

Commission, the Rules Committee and the Fees Advisory Commission.

d + 44 (0) 330 332 0440
e louise.connacher@luptonfawcett.law

David Whitaker  Partner, Ecclesiastical and Property
• Deputy Registrar for Diocese of Leeds
• Deputy Registrar for Diocese of York
• Specialises in advising on ecclesiastical law and ecclesiastical and charity 

property matters.

d + 44 (0) 113 280 2118
e david.whitaker@luptonfawcett.law

Katie Dawson  Associate, Charities
• Specialist charities lawyer
• Specialises in governance and constitutional reviews, regulatory matters and 

complex trust issues
• Also regularly advises on the registration of charities at the Charity 

Commission, charity restructures and mergers.

d + 44 (0) 1904 561408
e katie.dawson@luputonfawcett.law

Mark Honeywell  Partner and Head of Charities Team
• Head of Charities Team
• Broad range of experience of working with charities from across the sector with 

different legal structures and of different sizes
• Regularly advises diocesan boards of finance and education, faith-based 

charities, PCCs and educational charities
• Specialises in advising on constitutional and governance matters and dealing 

with the Charity Commission as a regulator.

d + 44 (0) 1904 561 476 (York)
e mark.honeywell@luptonfawcett.law

Your Team

mailto:mark.honeywell%40luptonfawcett.law?subject=Email%20to%20Mark


We have the largest specialist Ecclesiastical law 
team in the UK. The team acts for eight diverse 
Church of England Dioceses (including the Diocese 
in Europe, which covers over 40 countries) as well 
as providing the Provincial Registry for the 
Province of Canterbury and acting as legal advisor 
to the Archbishop of Canterbury. We also act for 
the Anglican Consultative Council as well as for a 
vast number of parishes.

From our offices in London and Oxford we are the 
major ecclesiastical law presence in the South 
East of England.  We have four Partners serving as 
Diocesan Registrars and between them they 
operate the diocesan registries for the Dioceses  of 
Southwark, Chelmsford, Oxford, St Albans, 
Rochester, Canterbury, Chichester and Europe.

In addition to the dioceses for which we provide 
registry services, we are well-accustomed to 
providing consultancy advice to Dioceses and 
other ecclesiastical bodies throughout England. 
This might include acting for diocesan boards of 
education and their schools, or providing other 
dioceses with specialist non-retainer services such 
as data protection support. We are always very 
happy to travel to meet clients, and between us 
have connections with many dioceses across the 
country in both Provinces. 

We also deal with the full range of specialist 
ecclesiastical work falling outside the scope of the 
Registrar’s responsibilities – from the Ecclesiastical  
Licences Act 1533 to the Church Representation 
Rules 2020. We advise on every kind of issue that 
churches and those charged with their care may 
face, including pastoral re-organisation, marriage 

law, appointment of clergy and the highly complex 
area of church land and property. We also advise 
cathedrals on constitutional changes and 
commercial matters.

The key areas in which the members of our 
dedicated Ecclesiastical team can help our clients 
cover all aspects of ecclesiastical law include:

• ecclesiastical property
• safeguarding
• ecclesiastical charities
• constitutional and governance matters for 

cathedrals
• Schemes under the Church Representation 

Rules, constitutional matters for diocesan 
boards of finance and other diocesan 
committees and the process of establishing 
Bishop’s Mission Initiatives as  legal entities in 
their own right

• the Clergy Terms of Service regime, including 
time-limiting and ending appointments

• the Clergy Discipline Measure, whether (in 
different contexts) advising the Bishop, a 
complainant archdeacon or a respondent 
office-holder

We act for over 1500 charities, a number of which 
are among the highest-value national charities in 
the UK, together with diocesan charities, 
educational institutions at all levels, local 
authority spin-outs, quasi-public charities such as 
Greenwich Hospital, charities with a Christian 
focus such as Christian Aid, charities formed 
through statutory intervention such as multi-
academy trusts. The dedicated charity law team at 
Winckworth Sherwood assists with charity 

Winckworth Sherwood is a medium sized 
full service law firm with offices in London, 
Manchester and Oxford. We have over 60 partners 
and 300 members of staff. We provide advice 
across a broad range of sectors and markets, with 
a particular emphasis on property matters. We 
provide legal services to specific, complementary 
sectors including education providers, local and 
national government, house builders, charities, 
infrastructure providers, housing associations, 
ecclesiastical bodies, financial institutions and 
family offices.

We can trace our firm’s history back to 1777 and 
although much has changed in that time there 
is one constant: our desire to be a dependable, 
trusted advisor to our clients. We are proud of our 
ability to adapt and truly understand the needs of 
our clients at any given point in time.

Our sector specialisms include:

• Charities and social enterprises
• Commercial and commercial disputes
• Corporate
• Corporate and real estate tax
• Data protection and regulatory law
• Ecclesiastical
• Employment
• Finance
• Infrastructure
• Local and central government
• Parliamentary and public law
• Partnership/professional practices
• Real estate, including expertise in construction, 

planning, investment, litigation and sales
• Social housing
• Telecommunications

About Winckworth Sherwood

Our ecclesiastical and charity law experience



registrations, trustee training, conflicts 
management, investigations and governance 
reviews and has full understanding of the 
regulatory regime operated by the Charity 
Commission.

Our first step will be to meet with your team who 
are taking responsibility for this work to explain the 
requirements of the new legislation and, crucially, 
to understand your particular approach to the 
various changes which need to be made. We will 
listen and engage with you throughout the process 
to support you in making the most of this 
significant opportunity in the life of the cathedral. 
The initial draft new Constitution and Statutes and 

supporting documents will be that: not fixed 
templates, but bespoke provisions (based, of 
course, on the model forms prepared by the 
Church Commissioners) for your consideration and 
for discussion with you. These will be your 
governing documents: we will listen, guide and 
advise, but you will remain in control of the 
process throughout. As an integral part of our work 
with and for you, we will offer training in the 
responsibilities of the new role of being charity 
trustees. We will be on hand at every stage and will 
be very happy to assist with questions as they 
arise. Direct and regular communication between 
our teams will help to ensure the best possible 
outcome.

Your core team

AIDEN HARGREAVES-SMITH                            arhs@wslaw.co.uk

Partner                                +44 (0)20 7593 5064

Aiden has acted for a wide range of private and institutional clients, including major charities, 
Diocesan Boards of Finance, individual parishes and clergy, Bishops and Cathedral Chapters. His 
work involves the interaction of different legal disciplines, especially canon law, wider 
ecclesiastical law, charity law, trust law and property law. He has undertaken the duties of 
Registrar of the Diocese in Europe since 2008, and of the Diocese of Chelmsford since 2011. He 
has served as a member of the General Synod for over 20 years.

OWEN CAREW-JONES                                    ocj@wslaw.co.uk

Partner                                +44 (0)20 7593 5034

Owen has been Registrar of the Diocese of Rochester since 2005 and of the Diocese of 
Canterbury since 2009 and is also Joint Deputy Registrar of the Diocese of St Albans. He has 
been Solicitor to the Foundation at St Paul’s Cathedral since 2005 and is solicitor to the London 
Diocesan Board for Schools and to the Southwark Diocesan Board of Education. 

JON BALDWIN                                         jbaldwin@wslaw.co.uk

Partner                                +44 (0)20 7593 0384

Jon is diocesan registrar of the Diocese of Southwark and acting registrar of the Diocese of St 
Albans (jointly with Owen Carew-Jones). In addition to his work for the Church of England, Jon is a 
commercial and regulatory lawyer advising charities, public bodies and regulated businesses. Jon 
regularly advises on constitutional documents for public, ecclesiastical and charitable bodies and 
has recently modernised the constitution for a diocesan board of finance.

PATTI RUSSELL                                 
Senior Associate                               Starting in September

Patti trained and qualified at City law firms and specialises in ecclesiastical, employment and 
charity law. She was previously appointed by the Bishops of Salisbury and Winchester to the role 
of Deputy Registrar, acting as in-house legal counsel to both the Salisbury and Winchester 
Dioceses mainly in the areas of HR, safeguarding, general litigation and data protection. She is a 
member of the Diocesan Safeguarding Risk Management Panel.

We come from different backgrounds, but each have experiences which give us cause to be personally committed to the work 
and mission of cathedrals.
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Emma Moody 
Partner, 
Head of Charities
T: +44 (0)191 230 8823
E: emma.moody@ 
 wbd-uk.com

Primary contacts:

Jo Coleman 
Partner
T: +44 (0)207 788 2450
E: jo.coleman@ 
 wbd-uk.com

We are experienced lawyers who dedicate 100% of our time 
advising charities and not-for-profits. We are nationally ranked  
as leading practitioners by Chambers and Partners.

Straightforward
We will be 

straightforward 
to work with, 
we will speak 

in plain English 
and be down 
to earth in our 

approach.

Excellence
Cathedrals 

deserve 
excellent legal 
and technical 
advice, and 
outstanding 

service.  
We will 

provide this.

Respect
We will respect 
the views and 
opinions of all 
stakeholders 
with whom 
we engage 
and consult 

throughout the 
process.

Value for money
We are 

providing a fee 
structure which 
recognises our 
commitment to 
this work, and 

our commitment 
to building 
a long term 

relationship with 
the Cathedrals 

we support  
on this journey.

Integrity
We will do the 
right thing in 
the right way, 
and facilitate 
your decision 

making.

Constitution
We will ensure 
Cathedrals fully 
understand the 

new constitutional 
and regulatory 

arrangements and 
how they will apply 
in the governance 
and management 
of the Cathedral, 
so you are in the 
best position for 

the future.

Enjoyment 
We are 

wholeheartedly 
committed  

to this project 
and will 

approach it with 
enthusiasm  
and drive to 

enable you to 
deliver your 

mission.

This is how we will support you

S E R V I C E

Philip Wills 
Special Adviser, 
Ecclesiastical law
T: +44(0) 1388 603073
E:  pw@smith-roddam.

co.uk

We would be delighted to arrange a free of charge, no obligation 
conversation at any time to discuss your requirements.

Sally Cooper 
Associate 
T: +44 (0)191 279 9662
E: sally.cooper@ 
 wbd-uk.com
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© Copyright 2021 Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP. All rights reserved. Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) 
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Our expertise

Our values
We are committed to supporting and giving back  
to our communities. Some of the ways we do this include:

Sponsorship of local events and causes
We give time and money to support local initiatives aligned to our values

Understanding and support of regional and local priorities
We are a member of regional groups and bodies

Promote EDI and widen access and participation  
to firm opportunities
We have Gold status in the Law Society D&I Charter

Charitable fundraising
We gave £111,000 to charity in May 2020 – April 2021

Giving back
Our employees are each given 2 paid days’ leave for volunteering

Reducing our environmental impact
90% of our office waste is now recycled

Our broad geographical 
coverage means that wherever 
you are, we are on hand  
to provide support that is  
aligned to local priorities

Drafting the 
Constitution 
and Statutes

Church meets charity: 
Ecclesiastical and charity 
law expertise combined

Charity Commission 
registration and 

regulatory oversight

Dealing with charity 
assets, restricted 

funds and permanent 
endowment

Governance  
advice and support

Tailoring template 
documents and 
policies to meet 

your needs

Stakeholder 
engagement 

and consultation

US
Atlanta
Baltimore
Boston
Charleston
Charlotte
Charlottesville
Columbia

Silicon Valley

Greensboro
Greenville
Houston

Los Angeles
Orange County
Raleigh
Research Triangle Park

Tysons
Washington, D.C.
Wilmington
Winston-Salem

UK 
Bristol
Edinburgh
Leeds
London
Newcastle
Plymouth
Southampton
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