
Using At the heart of Christmas 
theme in your local community

Turn on subtitles in your Zoom menu



Free tools and resources to help churches 
with their digital communications

Digital Labs blogs, newsletter, webinar, conference



But Mary treasured all these words 
and pondered them in her heart.

Luke 2.19

No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, 
who is close to the Father’s heart,
who has made him known.

John 1.18

This year’s Church of 
England Christmas theme



• A challenge for those who already belong to Church to ponder the fullest 

meaning of Christmas

• An invitation to others who may not yet belong to place the story of Jesus 

• And a doorway that can open onto a variety of calls to action 

• A message that can be used alongside local, diocesan and national campaigns 

and activities

The message behind 
the campaign



ACNY Resource Hub – free digital downloads 
Available to editors on AChurchNearYou.com Resource Hub

Includes:

• Free music

• Digital downloads

• Presentation backgrounds

• Social media graphics to customise

• Cover images

• Free stock photography

Editor login: https://www.achurchnearyou.com/hub/

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/hub/


Church House Publishing – printed resources

Open your camera
to scan the code

Or click the link
https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/f
eatures/at-the-heart-of-christmas

https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/features/at-the-heart-of-christmas


CPO - Customised banners and posters

Open your camera
to scan the code

Or click the link
https://www.cpo.org.uk/range.aspx?range
=6167&prod=C6167PP&cat=5010&pt=10

https://www.cpo.org.uk/range.aspx?range=6167&prod=C6167PP&cat=5010&pt=10


Invitational resources



What does At the heart of Christmas mean to 
you and your community?
Personalising the resources will increase the impact of the 

message because it more relevant to your community.

There is a greater collective impact when we share one message 

across the country.

What does ‘At the heart of Christmas’ mean to your church 

community and your local community?



Examples

https://www.lichfield.anglican.org/our-faith/generous-hope/

https://www.lichfield.anglican.org/our-faith/generous-hope/


Examples



Examples



Examples



Personalise the resources yourself

Open a free Canva account

Create a Canva account 🔗 https://www.canva.com/signup

Canva for non-profits 🔗 https://www.canva.com/canva-for-nonprofits/

Canva for church Facebook group 🔗 https://www.facebook.com/groups/CanvaForChurch

AChurchNearYou.com video and social media generator

Become an editor for your church on A Church Near You 🔗 https://achurchnearyou.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/360008013638-How-to-become-an-approved-Editor-of-a-church

Access the Resource Hub 🔗 https://achurchnearyou.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/360018780734-Using-The-Resource-Hub

https://www.canva.com/signup
https://www.canva.com/canva-for-nonprofits/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/CanvaForChurch
https://achurchnearyou.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/360008013638-How-to-become-an-approved-Editor-of-a-church
https://achurchnearyou.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/360018780734-Using-The-Resource-Hub


Content ideas

• Videos with the message of Christmas – what does it really mean? 

• Pre-recorded and live video are powerful communication tools

• Share invites to services and events

• Raise awareness to your local impact projects

• Christmas music and carols – use the free downloads from AChurchNearYou.com Resource Hub 

• What’s going on around you? Share news from your community



Remember to be sociable on social media

• Social media is a place where communities gather and have fun

• It’s not just a billboard for events and services

• Ask questions – favourite carols, Christmas dinner favourites, or a themed quiz

• Invite your community to share what is at the heart of Christmas for them 



Content creation examples



• Make it easy for your community to share and invite

• Decorate your social media pages and website using the free downloads

• Create Facebook events, as well as listing events on your website to make it easy to share

• Share your events into local Facebook Groups, Next Door, and local WhatsApp groups

• Add locations to all your posts (Check-In on Facebook)

• Use local hashtags #Norwich #Norfolk #Norwichliving (on Instagram and Twitter)

• Talk about your local community on your website – help your page to appear in local Google searches

Reach into your local community using social 
media



Examples



Tips for using social media more effectively

• Publish all your videos and images directly on Facebook

• Respond to your comments and messages 

• Post when your community are most likely online – 7am / 8pm

• Post regularly

• Try a variety of content types – video, images, questions, polls



Involve your community

• Ask your community to share their pictures and videos 

• Use polls and questions

• Ask your community to vote on carols or items for Christmas services

• Ask community members to share what Christmas means to them by replying as a 

comment, recording a video, or writing a post

• Use different presenters to record prayers, readings and reflections



Tools and websites

AChurchNearYou.com Resource Hub 

Content Scheduling: Facebook Creator Studio, Hootsuite, Planoly, Later, 

Content Creation: Canva, InShot, PicsArt, Over, Unfold

Free Stock Images and videos: Unsplash, Pexels, Pixabay, Mixkit

Photo editor apps: Canva, VSCO, Instasize



Discover the free resources for churches

Churchofengland.org/DigitalLabs

Blogs       Webinars       Newsletter       Conference


