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The motion (as amended)  

‘That this Synod: 

(a) acknowledge the leading role that Her Majesty’s Government has played 
internationally in challenging slavery; 

(b) ask Her Majesty’s Government to ensure the proper protection of minors 
who are trafficked and enslaved is enshrined in law including updating the 
2018 Working Together to Safeguard Children Statutory Guidance in 
accordance with the request from the Independent Anti-Slavery 
Commissioner, and to implement the other findings of her Annual Report 
in particular around effective access to support, accommodation, work 
and education for victims of modern slavery; 

(c) encourage all dioceses, deaneries, and parishes in the Church of England 
to raise awareness of modern slavery in our communities in the UK and 
internationally, working with the resources from partners such as the 
Church of England’s Clewer Initiative and others, helping individuals and 
congregations to address this evil by: 

i. seeking to identify potential victims of modern slavery in the 
community, 

ii. offering services to victims and survivors, and 

iii. supporting organisations which already provide services to help 
people leaving exploitation and/or with preventative work; 

(d) encourages dioceses, safeguarding leads, and training institutions and 
organisations in using resources like these within existing training, 
especially where individuals hold roles in authorised ministry, embedding 
understanding of modern slavery and equipping them with ways to 
respond; 

(e) ask that the issues of challenging human trafficking and modern slavery 
are raised at the global gathering of bishops of the Anglican Communion 
at the 2022 Lambeth Conference, and that the conference consider the 
international Church’s role in tackling injustice and violence around the 
world and address the factors which create vulnerability to exploitation; 
and 

(f) call on all individuals to pray regularly for victims and survivors of modern 
slavery and for those organisations working to help and support them both 
in the UK and overseas, that we may come closer to fulfilling Jesus’ 
injunction to ‘proclaim release to the captives’.’ 

was carried after a counted vote of the whole Synod. 



 

Results: 

IN FAVOUR  331 
AGAINST  0 

No abstentions were recorded. 
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