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Contested Heritage

From 1 Jan 2024



Review of Contested Heritage Guidance

Contested_Heritage_in_Cathedrals_and
_Churches.pdf (churchofengland.org)

A_Brief_Guide_to_Contested_Heritage_in_
Cathedrals_and_Churches.pdf 

(churchofengland.org)

https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2021-06/Contested_Heritage_in_Cathedrals_and_Churches.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2021-06/Contested_Heritage_in_Cathedrals_and_Churches.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2021-05/A_Brief_Guide_to_Contested_Heritage_in_Cathedrals_and_Churches.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2021-05/A_Brief_Guide_to_Contested_Heritage_in_Cathedrals_and_Churches.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2021-05/A_Brief_Guide_to_Contested_Heritage_in_Cathedrals_and_Churches.pdf


Contested Heritage Survey

Thank you to all contributors!



Theology workshop 29 July 2023

Theology of Contested Heritage



Church Buildings Council’s 
Contested Heritage Committee

Policy

Advice

• Redcliffe St Mary stained glass panels
• Falmouth King Charles the Martyr
• Gloucester St Mary de Crypt plaque to George Whitefield 
• London St James Piccadilly memorial to Ottobah Cugoano

Contested 
heritage 

guidance review

• Contested heritage guidance review
• Theology of contested heritage



Collaboration & engagement

Winchester Cathedral | Contested Heritage (winchester-cathedral.org.uk)

•“First, we will engage: through conversation and collaboration 
with others, we will seek to explore how our heritage can help 
to address social inequality and injustice today.

•“Second, we will strive to understand better: we will support 
new research into individuals, objects and events connected to 
our history, welcoming alternative interpretations that 
challenge existing orthodoxies, to deepen our understanding of 
our building and collections.

•“Third, we will aim to share what we find, highlighting new 
stories which enrich our knowledge of the past and suggest 
positive perspectives for the future.”

https://www.winchester-cathedral.org.uk/get-to-know-us/contested-heritage/


Collaboration & interpretation

Bath Abbey exhibition: Memorials, Empire & Slavery

https://www.bathabbey.org/anti-racism/memorials-empire-slavery-exhibition/


Interpretation / explanation

Slindon, St Mary (Chichester)
Memorial to Edward Long 
(1734 – 1813)



Addition

Bristol, St Stephen (Bristol) 
Reconciliation reredos 
(Copyright Graeme 
Mortimer Evelyn)

Falmouth, King Charles the 
Martyr (Truro) 
New memorial to Joseph 
Anthony Emidy

https://www.saint-stephens.com/reconciliation-reredos


Communication & 
reconciliation

Falmouth, King Charles the Martyr (Truro) 
Temporary covering of memorial to Thomas 
Corker



Removal from Dorchester, St Peter 
(Diocese of Salisbury) of memorial to 
John Gordon (Image courtesy of 
Diocese of Salisbury) 

Monument to slave owner moved to 
museum - The Diocese of Salisbury 
(anglican.org)

Relocation on loan

https://www.salisbury.anglican.org/monument-to-slave-owner-moved-to-museum-.php
https://www.salisbury.anglican.org/monument-to-slave-owner-moved-to-museum-.php
https://www.salisbury.anglican.org/monument-to-slave-owner-moved-to-museum-.php


Permanent alteration

Bristol, St Mary Redcliffe (Bristol)
Faculty granted for removal and storage 
in building
of 4 panels in window and replacement 
with new panels

https://www.stmaryredcliffe.co.uk/stained-glass-competition-winner-announced
https://www.stmaryredcliffe.co.uk/stained-glass-competition-winner-announced


Alteration

Rottingdean, St Margaret of Antioch (Chichester)
Faculty granted for removal of racist wording and recarving of 1960s grave 
markers (rh image Roy Pennington, 2022)

https://www.ecclesiasticallawassociation.org.uk/index.php/judgements/memorials/re-st-margaret-rottingdean-2021-ecc-chi-1/viewdocument/910


Janet Berry
Head of Conservation & 
Collections Policy

Janet.Berry@churchofengland.org
0207 898 1889

Thank you for listening and engaging

mailto:Janet.Berry@churchofengland.org
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