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with Carlisle Cathedral – NISCU – Schools' Ventures

Aims
To bring together year 5 children 
from small, rural schools to start 
their transition to secondary 
school, build relations and 
flourish together.

Actions
The year-long project will 
cover three phases: in-school 
lessons, a networking day and a 
two-day retreat.

Phase one – in-school lessons

The autumn term started with two 
lessons delivered in each of the 
six schools, led by NISCU, on the 
theme of journeying well together.
The lessons focused on Moses and 
Paul and the journeys they took.

It was an opportunity to introduce 
the project, the aim of working with 
other local schools and talk about 
the plans for the year ahead.

The hub funding has been 
split into two projects: each 
project will run for one full 
school year.

Each supporting 
organisation is part of the 
planning process for year 
one and the project is 
overseen by Laura Watson 
from the Diocese of Carlisle.

A priority for the project has 
been gauging pre-hub 
experiences to enable us to 
measure the impact after the 
12 months and beyond.



Networking day

Phase two – networking day at Carlisle Cathedral

This was a lovely way to start the spring term, bringing all 
six schools together at Carlisle Cathedral along 
with church leaders and school governors.

The day, led by cathedral staff, used labyrinth artwork to 
talk about treading purposefully. The schools had the 
opportunity to talk about and follow in the footsteps of 
the monks from the cathedral's history as well as learn 
about the cathedral's rich and varied heritage.

Phase three – residential

A two-day retreat, supported 
by School Ventures, will see 
the schools, church 
leaders, governors and hub 
members come together to 
adventure outdoors and 
learn alongside each other in 
a fun and memorable way.

Next steps

To build on the momentum of the first two 
phases, and the relationships created, at the 
residential in the summer term.
Start to think ahead to the second year and how 
we can use the successes of year 1 to bring a 
new group of schools and partners together to 
grow and transition well.
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