Friday 23 April 2021
12.30 p.m. to 7.00 p.m.
ORDER PAPER I
WORSHIP
1

INTRODUCTIONS AND WELCOMES
HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE PRINCE PHILIP, DUKE OF
EDINBURGH
The Archbishop of Canterbury to move:

28

‘That this Synod request that the Presidents convey to Her
Majesty the heartfelt sympathy of the Archbishops, Bishops,
Clergy and Laity of the General Synod of the Church of
England on the death of His Royal Highness The Prince
Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, assuring Her Majesty of the
honour in which his memory will be held by them and of their
prayers for Her Majesty and all the Royal Family.’
Note: This item has been added to the Agenda under the
direction of the Presidents (SO 4(3)).
PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS

29

The Archbishop of York will give a Presidential Address.
Note: This item has been added to the Agenda under the
direction of the Presidents (SO 4(3)).
REPORT BY THE BUSINESS COMMITTEE (GS 2196)
Canon Robert Hammond (Chelmsford) (Chair of the
Business Committee) to move:

2

‘That the Synod do take note of this Report.’

SPECIAL AGENDA I
LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS
DRAFT SAFEGUARDING (CODE OF PRACTICE)
MEASURE (GS 2182)
Draft Measure for Revision in Full Synod
The Chair of the Steering Committee (The Right
Worshipful Morag Ellis QC) (Dean of the Arches and
Auditor) to move as an amendment:
505

Clause 1, page 1, line 34, leave out “, and give guidance
to, relevant persons” and insert “relevant persons and
may give guidance to relevant persons on compliance
with those requirements”.
Explanatory statement
This is a drafting amendment to subsection (3) of the proposed
new section 5A to be inserted in the Safeguarding and Clergy
Discipline Measure 2016. The amendment would clarify that the
guidance included in the Code of Practice will be guidance on
how to comply with the requirements imposed by the Code.
Annex B of GS Misc 1271 shows how the text of section 5A(3)
would look if this amendment were made.

The Chair of the Steering Committee (The Right
Worshipful Morag Ellis QC) (Dean of the Arches and
Auditor) to move as an amendment:
506

Clause 1, page 2, line 10, after “each” insert “or any”.
Explanatory statement
This is a drafting amendment to subsection (7) of the proposed
new section 5A to be inserted in the Safeguarding and Clergy
Discipline Measure 2016. It would ensure that, where there are
separate Codes of Practice for different matters, statutory
references to “the code” would be read as including any or all of
those separate codes as appropriate, depending on the context.
Annex B of GS Misc 1271 shows how the text of section 5A(7)
would look if this amendment were made.
2

The Chair of the Steering Committee (The Right
Worshipful Morag Ellis QC) (Dean of the Arches and
Auditor) to move as an amendment:
507

Clause 1, page 2, line 20, after “section.”” insert—
“(9) The Archbishops’ Council may by order
amend this section so as to add, vary or
omit a category of relevant person; and
section 6 applies to an order under this
section as it applies to an order under that
section.”
Explanatory statement
This would insert a new subsection (9) in the proposed new
section 5A to be inserted in the Safeguarding and Clergy
Discipline Measure 2016. It would give the Archbishops’ Council
a power to amend by secondary legislation the list of “relevant
persons” in subsection (2) of the new section 5A.
The reference in this amendment to “section 6” is to section 6 of
the 2016 Measure (which gives a power to amend by secondary
legislation the definition of “vulnerable adult”) and the purpose of
that reference here is to apply the procedural requirements in that
section. Therefore, an order to amend the list of “relevant
persons” would be subject to approval by the General Synod and
members of Synod would have the right to propose amendments.
Annex B of GS Misc 1271 shows how the new section 5A would
look if this amendment were made.

The Chair of the Steering Committee (The Right
Worshipful Morag Ellis QC) (Dean of the Arches and
Auditor) to move as an amendment:
508

Clause 1, page 2, line 20, after “section.”” insert—
“5B Code of Practice: consultation
(1)
Before issuing or revising the code
under section 5A, the House of Bishops
must be satisfied that sufficient and
appropriate consultation has been carried
out.
3

(2)
In deciding whether it is satisfied for
the purposes of subsection (1), the House
of Bishops must, in particular, assess
whether and, if so, to what extent it would
be appropriate to consult the following—
(a) persons, or groups of persons, who
have suffered violence, abuse,
neglect or exploitation in a setting or
relationship to which the code
applies;
(b) the president or deputy president of
tribunals;
(c) the Standing Committee of the House
of Clergy;
(d) the Standing Committee of the House
of Laity.”
Explanatory statement
This would insert a new section 5B in the Safeguarding and
Clergy Discipline Measure 2016. It would require that the House
of Bishops must be satisfied that “sufficient and appropriate”
consultation has taken place before it issues or revises the Code
or any separate Codes.
In practice, the consultation would be undertaken by the National
Safeguarding Team (NST), who would decide whom to consult,
depending on the matters to which the consultation relates. The
list in paragraphs (a) to (d) is not exhaustive or obligatory. But to
the extent that the consultees in any given case did not include
the persons listed in paragraphs (a) to (d), the NST would have to
be ready to explain why to the House of Bishops.
On the list itself, the wording in paragraph (a) is based on the
definition of “vulnerable adult” in section 6 of the 2016 Measure.
On paragraph (b), it is thought that the president of tribunals (or,
in her absence, her deputy) would have a good overall view of
recent complaints and therefore the extent to which the matters
being consulted on would in practice affect complainants and
respondents. On paragraphs (c) and (d), the Standing Committee
of each House would be well-placed to assess the implications for
potential complainants and respondents.
4

Annex B of GS Misc 1271 shows how clause 1 would look if this
amendment were made.

The Chair of the Steering Committee (The Right
Worshipful Morag Ellis QC) (Dean of the Arches and
Auditor) to move as an amendment:
509

Clause 1, page 2, line 20, after “section.”” insert—
“5C Code of Practice:
commencement

scrutiny

and

(1) The code under section 5A does not come
into operation unless and until—
(a) the Clerk to the General Synod, on
the instructions of the House of
Bishops, has caused the code to be
published on the Church of England
website and has sent a copy of the
code to each member of the General
Synod, and
(b) the code has been approved by the
General Synod.
(2) If, before the end of the period of three
weeks beginning with the date on which
the Clerk to the General Synod has
complied with subsection (1)(a), 25
members of the General Synod have not
given notice in writing to the Clerk that they
wish the code to be debated, the code is to
be treated for the purposes of subsection
(1)(b) as having been approved by the
General Synod at the end of that period.
(3) If, before the end of that period, 25
members of the General Synod have given
notice of the kind mentioned in subsection
(2)—
(a) the Clerk to the General Synod must
inform the Business Committee, and
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(b) the Business Committee must secure
that a debate on a motion for approval
of the code is held at the next group
of sessions.
(4) In subsection (3), “the Business
Committee” means the Committee of the
General Synod appointed in accordance
with section 10 of the National Institutions
Measure 1998.
(5) A reference in this section to the code
under section 5A includes a reference to a
revision of the code.”
Explanatory statement
This would insert a new section 5C in the Safeguarding and
Clergy Discipline Measure 2016. It would provide that the Code
does not come into force unless it has been published on the
Church of England website, sent to all members of the General
Synod and approved by the Synod. The Code would be deemed
to be approved by the Synod unless 25 members were to give
notice to the Clerk that they wished it to be debated.
Annex B of GS Misc 1271 shows how clause 1 would look if this
amendment were made.

The Chair of the Steering Committee (The Right
Worshipful Morag Ellis QC) (Dean of the Arches and
Auditor) to move as an amendment:
510

Clause 1, page 2, line 20, at end insert—
“(2) In section 6A of the Churchwardens Measure
2001 (suspension), in subsection (1), after
paragraph (b) insert “, or
(c)

the bishop is satisfied that a
churchwarden has failed to comply
with a requirement imposed by the
code under section 5A of the
Safeguarding and Clergy Discipline
Measure 2016”.
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(3) In that section, in each of subsections (5), (8)
and (9), after “(1)(b)”, in each place it appears,
insert “or (c)”.”
Explanatory statement
This would insert two new subsections at the end of clause 1. As
a result, the existing text of clause 1 would become subsection (1)
and these two new subsections (2) and (3) would follow it.
The proposed new subsection (2) would amend section 6A of the
Churchwardens Measure 2001 to provide that failure by a
churchwarden to comply with the Code would be grounds on
which the bishop could suspend that churchwarden from office.
Amending section 6A of the Churchwardens Measure 2001
means that the appeal provisions in section 6B would
automatically apply – therefore, a churchwarden suspended for
failing to comply with the Code would have a right of appeal to the
president of tribunals.
The proposed new subsection (3) makes necessary
consequential amendments to section 6A of the Churchwardens
Measure 2001.
Annex C of GS Misc 1271 shows how section 6A(3) of the
Churchwardens Measure 2001 would look if this amendment
were made.

The Chair of the Steering Committee (The Right
Worshipful Morag Ellis QC) (Dean of the Arches and
Auditor) to move:
511

‘That clause 1 stand part of the Measure.’
The Chair of the Steering Committee (The Right
Worshipful Morag Ellis QC) (Dean of the Arches and
Auditor) to move as an amendment:

512

Clause 2, page 2, line 23, at end insert—
“(1A) In section 6(3) of that Measure (power to amend
definition
of
“vulnerable
adult”),
after
““vulnerable adult”” insert “and, in consequence
of an amendment to that definition, amend any
other provision of this Measure”.
7

Explanatory statement
This is consequential on amendment 508. It would amend
section 6 of the Safeguarding and Clergy Discipline Measure
2016. It would provide that, if the definition of “vulnerable adult”
were to be amended under the order-making power in section 6,
the terminology used in the proposed new section 5B(2)(a) (which
is based on the definition of “vulnerable adult”) could be amended
in an equivalent way to ensure consistency.

The Chair of the Steering Committee (The Right
Worshipful Morag Ellis QC) (Dean of the Arches and
Auditor) to move:
513

‘That clause 2 stand part of the Measure.’
The Chair of the Steering Committee (The Right
Worshipful Morag Ellis QC) (Dean of the Arches and
Auditor) to move:

514

‘That clause 3 stand part of the Measure.’
The Chair of the Steering Committee (The Right
Worshipful Morag Ellis QC) (Dean of the Arches and
Auditor) to move:

515

‘That the Long Title stand part of the Measure.’
INTERNATIONAL RELIGIOUS FREEDOM (GS 2197)
The Bishop of Leeds to move:

3

‘That this Synod, believing that freedom of religion or
belief is of importance to everyone, everywhere, and that
Christians who enjoy this freedom should be active in
advocating the same freedom for others:
a) note with concern that 83% of the global population
live in countries where violations to freedom of
religion or belief occur;
b) affirm that freedom of religion or belief, as set out in
Article 18 of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, is a necessary condition for human and
societal flourishing;
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c) call upon the Mission and Public Affairs Council to
use the resources produced by its involvement in
the Freedom of Religion and Belief Leadership
Network to assist parishes and dioceses to advocate
for freedom of religion or belief internationally
d) call upon Her Majesty’s Government to
i. implement the recommendations of the Bishop of
Truro’s Independent Review for the UK Foreign
Secretary of Foreign and Commonwealth Office
Support for Persecuted Christians (2019) and
ii. to strengthen its commitment to upholding and
protecting the right to freedom of religion or belief
for all in its foreign, international development,
defence and trade policy.’
Jayne Ozanne (Oxford) to move as an amendment:
30

‘In paragraph (b), at the end, insert “up until the point that
it causes no harm”.’
57TH REPORT OF THE STANDING ORDERS
COMMITTEE (GS 2198)
Members should refer to the First Notice Paper for the
text of items 16, 18, 21, 22, 23 and 27.

16

Mr Geoffrey Tattersall QC (Manchester) to move, ‘That
this amendment be made with effect from 26 April 2021.’
Mr David Lamming (St Edmundsbury & Ipswich) to move:

31

‘Standing Order 54 (Revision Committee:
membership)
In Standing Order 54, after paragraph (3) insert—
“(4) No business may be transacted at a meeting of
the Revision Committee unless the majority of
members attending the meeting are members
appointed under paragraph (1)(b).”.’
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Explanatory statement: this amendment would ensure that, at
any meeting of a Revision Committee, the majority of those
attending must be appointed members rather than members of
the Steering Committee.

If item 31 is carried
Mr David Lamming (St Edmundsbury & Ipswich) to move:
32

‘Standing Order 56 (Revision Committee:
consideration)
In Standing Order 56, in paragraph (9), after “subject to
that” insert “and to SO 54(4)”.’.
Explanatory statement: this amendment is consequential on
amendment no.31 and would ensure that the Revision
Committee’s power to regulate its own business and procedure is
subject to the requirement imposed by that amendment.

18

Mr Geoffrey Tattersall QC (Manchester) to move, ‘That
this amendment be made with effect from 26 April 2021.’

21

Mr Geoffrey Tattersall QC (Manchester) to move, ‘That
this amendment be made with effect from 26 April 2021.’

22

Mr Geoffrey Tattersall QC (Manchester) to move, ‘That
this amendment be made with effect from 26 April 2021.’

23

Mr Geoffrey Tattersall QC (Manchester) to move, ‘That
this amendment be made with effect from 26 April 2021.’
Mr David Lamming (St Edmundsbury & Ipswich) to move:

33

‘Standing Order 59 (Revision following Revision
Committee: amendments)
In Standing Order 59, after paragraph (8) insert—
“(8A) When debate on an amendment has come to
an end (whether or not following a motion for
the Closure) but before the amendment has
10

been put to the vote, the mover of the
amendment may speak in reply for no more
than five minutes.”.’
Explanatory statement: this amendment would entitle the mover
of an amendment to a draft Measure or Canon to speak in reply
when the debate on the amendment has finished.”

27

Mr Geoffrey Tattersall QC (Manchester) to move, ‘That
this amendment be made with effect from 26 April 2021.’
Mr David Lamming (St Edmundsbury & Ipswich) to move:

34

‘Standing Order 153 (definitions)
In Standing Order 153, in paragraph (1), at the
appropriate place insert—
““Synod website” means, in so far as there is not a
separate website for the Synod, the part of the
Church of England website which relates to the
Synod;”.’.
Explanatory statement: this amendment would provide an
express definition of “Synod website” to refer to the relevant
pages of the Church of England website.

If item 34 is carried
Mr David Lamming (St Edmundsbury & Ipswich) to move:
35

‘Standing Order 154 (general interpretation)
In Standing Order 154, at the appropriate place insert—
“Synod website
SO 153(1)”.’.
Explanatory statement: this amendment is consequential on
amendment number 34."

SPECIAL AGENDA I
LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS
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DRAFT LEGISLATIVE REFORM (CHURCH OF
ENGLAND PENSIONS) ORDER (GS 2193A)
- For Approval
Revd Canon Simon Butler (Southwark) to move:
502

‘That the draft Legislative Reform (Church of England
Pensions) Order 2021 be approved.’
Not later than 6.00 pm

4

QUESTIONS
7.00 p.m. Evening Worship
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